
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hakafa Trip to Israel 

 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Congregation Hakafa Newsletter 
December 2006 

Kislev/Tevet 5767 

  



2                                                        The Circle                                  December 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services 
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House on the following 
evenings: 
 
December 1  Shabbat Vayetze  
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion:  Genesis 28:10-32:3 
Family Service  Haftarah:  Hosea 12:13-14:10 

No 8:00 P.M. service 
 
December 8   Shabbat Vayishlach 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion:   Genesis 32:4-36:43 
   Haftarah:  Hosea 11:7-12:12 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Mark Washofsky 
See page    

 
December 15  Shabbat Chayei Vayeshev 
8:00 p.m.  First Night of Hanukkah  
   Torah Portion:  Genesis 37:1-40:23 
   Haftarah:  Zachariah 4:I-4:7 
 
December 22 Shabbat Miketz 
7:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Genesis 41: 9-44:17 
Special Time Haftarah:  I Kings 7:40-50 

Hanukkah Celebration 
   No 8:00 p.m. Service 

 
December 29 Shabbat Vayigash 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Genesis 44: 18-47:27 
   Haftarah:  Ezekiel 37:15-28 

Family Shabbat 
Service 

 
Please join us at our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on 
Friday evening, December 1 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House. 
 
Third and fourth grade students 
in our Religious School will help 
lead the service and host the 
oneg.   
 
Our Family Service is shorter 
than our regular services and is 
geared toward families with 
children.  
 
As always, people of all ages are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  
 

Please contact Rabbi Elder 
 (847-266-8854 or 

(rabbi@hakafa.org with any 
questions.   

Please note that there will be no 
8:00 p.m. service on this 

evening. 

4

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
Our December Shabbat Morning minyan will take place on December 9 at the home 
of Barbara and Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884).  Services 
begin at 8:30 a.m. and last one hour.   

Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 
 847-266-8854) with any questions. 

4 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Shabbat in the Home is 

back! 
 
Make Friday, January 19, a special 
Shabbat for you, your family and your 
Hakafa family. Sing Shabbat songs, 
light Shabbat candles, share a 
delicious meal, enjoy interesting 
conversation, meet new friends and re-
connect with old ones! Help make 
Hakafa the encirclement that it is!  On 
Friday evening, January 19, Hakafa 
will be engaging in “Shabbat in the 
Home” where families host potluck 
dinners in their homes. Every 
congregant will be invited to dine and 
share Shabbat at someone's home. 
We hope you will join us! There will be 
no services at Winnetka Community 
House that evening.  Questions? 
Contact Debbie Charen (847-498-9221 
or debbie.charen@comcast.net). 
 

  

Prayer and Celebration 

 

Congregation Annual 
Hanukkah Celebration 

 
Please join us on Friday, December 22 

at 7:00 p.m. at the  
Winnetka Community House  

for a beautiful Hakafa tradition as we 
celebrate  

Hanukkah and Shabbat. 
 

Bring your chanukiot (menorahs), 
candles, and matches and help us 

celebrate Hanukkah as a community.   
 

A special Hanukkah oneg will follow. 
 
 

 

44 
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Share Your 
Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.   
 
 
If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or 
if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser 
at 847-945-6095. 

Dr. Mark Washofsky to be 
Hakafa’s Scholar-in-Residence  

 
We are very excited to announce that Dr. Mark Washofsky 
will be our Scholar-in-Residence the weekend of 
December 8-10, sponsored by the Hakafa Endowment 
Fund.  Dr. Washofsky’s theme for the weekend will be “Two 
People are Drowning: Which do you Save? Jewish Law and 
the Distribution of Scarce Medical Resources.”  He will 
speak at the following times: 
 

Friday, December 8 
 Shabbat Services, 8:00 p.m., Winnetka Community House 

Saturday, December 9  
Scholar-in-Residence Evening Program, 7:00 p.m., at the 

home of Dan Freedman and Carol-Anne Been 562 
Oakdale Avenue, Glencoe (847-835-3677) 

Sunday, December 10  
Adult Study Class, 10:30 a.m., Glencoe Community Center 
 
Dr. Washofsky, Ph.D. is the Solomon B. Freehof Professor of 
Jewish Law and Practice at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati. 
Dr. Washofsky has been a member of the HUC-JIR faculty since 
1985, most recently serving as Professor of Rabbinics, and 
specializes in the literature of the Talmud and Jewish law. He 
received his rabbinic ordination (1980) and Ph.D. (1987) from 
HUC-JIR.  
 
Dr. Washofsky chairs the Responsa Committee of the Central 
Conference of American rabbis, which was founded in 1906 by 
Kaufmann Kohler and empowered by its most prolific writer, 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof.  His extensive publications include 
Jewish Living and Practice (URJ Press, 2000), Teshuvot for the 
Nineties (with W. Gunther Plaut, CCAR, 1997), and essays and 
articles on Reform rabbinic responsa, Jewish bioethics, outreach 
and conversion, prayer in the vernacular, abortion, medieval and 
liberal Halakhah, the right to die, and AIDS and ethical 
responsibility, among others. 
 

Please join us for an informative and insightful 
weekend. 

 

Rosh Chodesh Group 
 
A Rosh Chodesh group meets 
once a month, at the time of the 
new moon, for discussion, 
examination of a topic, and 
conversation.  
 
The next meeting of Hakafa's 
Rosh Chodesh Group will be 
held Sunday, January 21, at 1 
p.m. at Gayle Justman’s 
house, 2918 Crabtree Lane in 
Wilmette.  
 
Rosh Chodesh is traditionally a 
woman's holiday. Any adult is 
welcome to attend.   
 

RSVP to Gayle at:  
847-256-7508 

Prayer and Celebration 44 
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Member News 

Finance Committee Meeting  
The finance committee has scheduled a meeting is 7:15 p.m. 
on December 5 at Terry & Jerry Rosenthal’s house: 2450 
Iroquois Road, Wilmette.   

All are invited.  

New Members 
Please join us in extending a warm welcome to our newest 
members: 

 
Stacee Solotorovsky

Condolences to: 
 
Jeff Rosenberg and family on 
the loss of his grandfather, 
Victor Rosenberg 
 
Jerry Kohn and family on the 
loss of his father, James Kohn 

w w

Member Directory 
The 2006-2007 Hakafa Directory is in the process of being 
updated and will be delivered this month.  

Please contact Mareon at 
(847-242-0687 or admin@hakafa.org) with any changes. 

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s attempt to reach out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the family, or personal stress, 
who could benefit from support, such as a visit, delivery 
and/or preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care 
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org 
or 847-266-8854). You can also contact Janet Hersh 
(jjahsh@aol.com or 847-256-0966) to volunteer. 

Friday Night Oneg 
Hosts Needed 

Now is the time to reserve the 
dates you want to host a Friday 
night oneg. It is a nice way to 
celebrate a birthday, 
anniversary, bar or bat mitzvah, 
or other special occasion with 
the Congregation.   
Please contact Jacque Spector 

(773-761-2987 or 
jll1512@comcast.net) to 

reserve a date! 

Hakafa Goes to a  
Chicago Bulls Game 

Please join Hakafa at our First Annual Jewish Community 
Night with the Chicago Bulls on Monday, December 11, 
2006 at 7:30 p.m. at the United Center.  The Bulls will be 
playing the Indiana Pacers.  On this special night tickets can 
be purchased at half price!  Tickets regularly priced at $40 
are available for only $20.  Contact Mark Weisbard at  
mweisbard@dykema.com  ASAP with your interest. 

Congregation 
Meeting 

 
Our next Congregation Meeting 
will take place on Friday 
evening, December 8 at 6:45 
p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House, 
immediately preceding 8:00 
p.m. Shabbat services.  All 
congregants are welcome and 
encouraged to join us.  If you 
have any questions, please 
contact our President, Jay 
Hesdorffer (847-441-0114 or 
hesdor@aol.com).  
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Adult Education 

Adult Study 
 
In addition to our Sunday morning classes, we 
have added a Wednesday evening session, 
at 7:00 p.m. on Dec. 6 with our teacher, Prof. 
Yohanan Petrovsky-Shtern.  This class will be 
held at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Ave., Glencoe).  During 
this session we will continue our study of the 
fascinating history and culture of Sephardic 
Jewry. 
  
Also:  Please note that on Sunday, Dec. 17, 
Prof. Petrovsky-Shtern will be unable to teach 
our class due to a schedule conflict.  We will 
still hold Adult Study with a program TBA.  
Watch for congregational emails, or phone 
Judith Joseph at (847)204-4043 if you have 
questions. 
  
Please remember that all Hakafa congregants 
are welcome to join Adult Study at any time. 

 

Tanach Study 
 
Come enjoy the book of First Kings with other 
Hakafa members!  We meet on Wednesdays 
at the home of Sandy Gelber (1527 
Washington Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 to 
2:30 p.m.  Please note: Tanach Study will 
NOT meet on December 27.  As always, all 
are welcome and encouraged to attend this 
stimulating conversation.  
 

Mishneh Torah 
 
Interested in studying Halacha (Jewish Law)? 

 
Our next session of Mishneh Torah will 
be held Tuesday morning, December 
12, at 10:00 a.m. at the home of Gerri 
and David Kahnweiler (1070 
Westmoor Road, Winnetka, 847-441-
6402). 
 
Come join us to learn more about what 
Jewish law has to say on almost every 

aspect of life. 

Hebrew at Hakafa 
 

Are you interested in learning Hebrew?  Our 
beginning Hebrew course will continue on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:30 pm at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church.  
 
This introductory course will help students 
develop conversational, reading, and writing 
skills in modern Hebrew and competency in 
decoding the prayerbook.  
 
This course is being taught by Hakafa’s very 
own Anne Lanski, our former Director of 
Education.  Anne has lived in Israel, taught 
Hebrew at New Trier High School, and is the 
founder of Shorashim, a nonprofit 
organization devoted to building bridges 
between Israeli and North American Jews. 

 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 

rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.  
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Lunch & Learn in  
the Loop 

 
Our next Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take 
place at noon on Thursday, December 7 at 
the office of Brad Reiff (332 S. Michigan 
Avenue, 13th floor, 312-322-0290).  Our 
January 11 discussion will take place at the 
office of Steven Varick (131 South Dearborn 
Street Chicago, IL  60603 3Oth Floor  Holland& 
Knight LLP). Bring your own lunch and prepare 
to participate in a lively discussion!   
 

New participants are always welcome. 
 

Hebrew Circle 
Are you a Hebrew speaker looking for the 
opportunity to utilize your Hebrew skills with 
fellow Hakafa members in an informal setting?  
If so, our Hebrew Circle is for you!  Join us on 
Tuesday, December 19, at noon, at Brad 
Reiff’s office (332 S. Michigan Avenue, 13th 
floor, 312-322-0290) for an hour of lunch and 
conversation!   

Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

Lunch & Learn on the  
North Shore 

Our next Lunch & Learn on the North Shore 
will take place at noon on Thursday, 
December 21 at the home of Steve and 
Vicki Birenberg (2006 Kenilworth Avenue, 
Wilmette, 847-251-6862).  Bring your own 
lunch and prepare to participate in a lively 
discussion!  New participants are always 
welcome. 

Adult Education 

Hakafa Book Group 
 
Join us Thursday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the home of Dottie Hammel (347 Latrobe 
Avenue, Northfield, 847-446-5266) for our next 
book club discussion    We will be discussing 
Rashi’s Daughters, a novel of historical fiction 
by Maggie Anton chronicling the lives and 
loves of Rashi's three daughters, Joheved, 
Miriam, and Rachel.  Rashi’s Daughters is the 
story of the three sisters who lived in 11th 
century Troyes, France.  Their father, Salomon 
ben Isaac, was a great Talmudic authority, who 
had no sons.  So, in an era when educating 
women in Jewish scholarship was unheard of, 
they were taught the intricacies of Mishnah and 
Gemara.   
 
Our discussion will be led by Bibi Marcell Patt, 

our Religious School Director of Education. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Book Group To Have Speaker on 
Jews in Shanghai During WWII. 

 
The book group will meet on Thursday, 
February 15, 2006 to discuss Shanghai Diary: 
A Young Girl's Journey from Hitler's Hate to 
War-Torn China, by Ursula Bacon. 
 
This book relates the true story of an 11 year 
old girl who fled Europe on the eve of WWII 
and ended up spending the eight years in 
Shanghai.  A sizeable, but largely forgotten, 
group of Jews shared this fate.  We are
delighted to have this discussion led by Doris 
Fogel (mother of congregants: Art Fogel, Dan, 
Fogel, and Debbie Charen), who spent the war 
years in Shanghai and can relate her first hand 
knowledge of the subject of this book.  
 
 The group will meet at 7:30 p.m.
at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church, and all are welcome, whether you 
have read the book or not! 
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Social Action 

Soup Kitchen 
Volunteers Needed 

 
Volunteers are needed to prepare 
and/or donate food, as well as to serve, 
at the Good News Community Soup 
Kitchen. Please contact John or Libby 
Lewis (jjlek1@ameritech.net or 847-
446-0738) if you are interested. 

 

The Jewish 
Employment Network 

 
The Jewish Employment Network (JEN) is 
an exclusive networking program for 
unemployed members of participating 
Jewish congregations (of which Hakafa is 
one) and their adult children.  It serves 
middle and upper level managers and 
professionals who have been impacted by 
job loss, women returning to the 
workforce, career changers, young 
professionals, and college and post-
graduate students.  The program offers a 
variety of career counseling and job 
search strategies, roundtable discussions 
and other networking opportunities, a job 
bank, and techniques to help JEN clients 
create effective job campaigns.  For more 
information, contact Laurie Rosen at 847-
568-5154, or check their web site at 
www.jvschicago.org. 
 

Getting Ready for a 
Chanukah of Justice 

 
Thinking ahead, why not make this year the year 
you join families around the county in fighting 
poverty by devoting the sixth night to Ner Shel 
Tzedakah. On this night – which falls on 
December 20th this year - donate the value of 
your gifts, or the gifts themselves, to an 
organization that assists people who are poor.  
 

To learn more about this and other ideas for 
Chanukah, go to: 

 www.rac.org/poverty or www.rac.org/chanukah 

 

!! 
Darfur Action Campaign 

Call President Bush and urge him to use all 
diplomatic channels to pressure Sudan to 
consent to the deployment of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force approved in U.N. 
Security Council resolution 1706. Click here 
for the White House phone number and a 
sample script. You can do this every day.  

Contact your members of Congress. See 
how they rate at www.darfurscores.org, then 
write them a letter or call their office asking 
them to ensure sufficient funds for 
peacekeeping and humanitarian aid for 
Darfur. Download a sample letter. 
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Enroll Your Child in SKIP 
Now and Invest in  

Your Child’s Jewish Future 
 
The SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL 
PARTNERSHIP (SKIP) program is a 
special savings plan that helps 
Chicago area Jewish youth visit Israel 
as an integral part of their Jewish 
education. Young people who participate 
in the program for the full seven years 
(grades 3 through 9) will have 
approximately $2,000, including interest, 
saved to help meet the cost of an Israel 
Experience program. SKIP funds can be 
used beginning the summer after 9th 
grade through FIVE YEARS AFTER 
GRADUATION FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL. Furthermore, SKIP 
contributions, plus interest, are FULLY 
REFUNDABLE at any time should your 
son or daughter not participate on an 
Israel Experience program.  
 
 
SKIP INFORMATION - for more 
information on the SKIP program or 
enrollment in SKIP, contact Terry 
Rosenthal (847 251-7522 e-
mail terryr@tsrconsult.com) or SKIP (312-
444-2895). 
 

Israel TT 
CONGREGATION HAKAFA  

 
CRAFTS FAIR 

Sunday, December 3rd 
 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Shop for Hanukkah Gifts 
During Religious School! 

 
 

Back by Popular Demand:   
 

Jewelry of Israeli artist 
Orit Eidlin.  At the request of 
many of you who are familiar with 
Orit's jewelry, we have another 
opportunity to make the jewelry 
available to you at our Jewelry 
and Craft Fair on November 
19.   We hope to have some 
familiar pieces and some new 
designs as well.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
5:30 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Dinner hosted by the 
3rd and 4th Grade 
Classes (WCH) 
 

7:00 p.m.  
Family Shabbat  
Services (WCH) 

2 
2nd Tenth Grade  
Retreat 

3 
2nd Tenth Grade  
Retreat 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 
(Preschool Class Meets) 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
No Confirmation Class 

4 5 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  
 
7:30 p.m.  
Finance Committee 
Meeting at home of 
Terry and Jerry 
Rosenthal 

6 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Adult Study Meets 
(NSUMC) 

7 
 
12:00-1:15 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Book Group Meeting at 
home of Dottie 
Hammel 

8 
 
6:45 p.m. 
Congregation  
Meeting 
 
8:00 p.m. Shabbat  
Services (WCH) 
(Scholar-in-Residence) 

9 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence 
Program 

10 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study—Scholar-
in-Residence 
1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class  
3:00-5:00 p.m. 
2nd B’nai Mitzvah  
Workshop (NSUMC) 
 

11 12 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

13 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 

14 15 
Circle Submissions due 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

 
1st Night of Hanukkah 

16 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hanukkah– 2nd Night 

17 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Last Day of Religious 
School before  
Winter Break 
(Preschool Class Meets) 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
3:00-4:00 p.m. 
Confirmation Class  

 
Hanukkah—3rd Night 

18 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hanukkah—4th Night

19 
12:00-1:00 
Hebrew Circle 
 

4:15-6:00 
Last Day of Hebrew 
School before Winter 
Break 

 

 

 
Hanukkah—5th Night 

20 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 
 
 

 
 

 
Hanukkah—6th Night 

21 
 
 
12:00-1:15  
Lunch & Learn on  
the North Shore 

 
 
 

 
Hanukkah—7th Night 

22 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services and 
Congregational  
Hanukkah Celebration 
(WCH) 
 

Last Night of  
Hanukkah 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hanukkah ends at 
sundown 

24 
No Religious School 

(Winter Break) 

25 26 
No Hebrew School 

(Winter Break) 

27 28 29 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

30 

31 
No Religious School 

(Winter Break) 

 

Hakafa Calendar ~ December 2006 ~ Kislev/Tevet 5767

For calendar and Circle submissions, contact 
Lori Wilansky 

Phone:  847-444-1488 
E-mail:  wilanskyl@comcast.net 

 
Articles for January Circle are due no later than 

December 15, 2006 

GCC:    Glencoe Community Center 
WCH:    Winnetka Community House 
NSUMC:   North Shore United Methodist Church 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
New Year’s Day 

2 
No Hebrew School 

(Winter Break) 

3 
 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Family Shabbat  
Services—Junior Choir 
Sings (WCH) 

6 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 

7 
No Religious School 

(Winter Break) 

8 
 

9 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School   
Resumes 

10 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 

11 
 
 
12:00-1:15  
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 

12 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
Kabbalat Shabbat 
Dinner hosted by the 
7th Grade Class 
 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

13 
Bar Mitzvah of   
Michael Koza 

14 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School  
Resumes 
(Preschool Class Meets) 
 
10:15 a.m. Welcome 
Back Parent Coffee 
 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
 
Shabbaton Registration 

Forms Due 

15 
Martin Luther  
King, Jr. Day 

 
Circle Submissions due 

16 
 
12:00-1:00 
Hebrew Circle 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

17 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 

18 
 
 
12:00-1:15  
Lunch & Learn on  
the North Shore 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
Shabbat in the Home 

20 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 
 
10:00 a.m. 
2nd B’nai Mitzvah 
Workshop Service 
(NSUMC) 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. Film Group 
(NSUMC) 

21 
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Religious School 
 
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Adult Study 
 
1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Confirmation Class  

22 
 
 

23 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

24 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd Tenth Grade  
Retreat 

 
8:00 p.m. 
Shabbat Services 
(WCH) 

27 
3rd Tenth Grade  

Retreat 

28 
3rd Tenth Grade  

Retreat 
 

No Religious School 
(Family Day) 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 
Hebrew School  

31 
 
 
1:00-2:30 
Tanach Study 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Book Club Meeting 

 

Coming Next Month . . . 
January 2007 ~ Tevet/Shevat 5767 


