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The Road out of Iraq is Through Israel

Lessons we learn in our youth:

- Do not try to extinguish a grease fire by pouring a little more oil on it.
- Do not try to fill a hole by digging it a little deeper.

- Do not try to quiet a beehive by tapping it a little harder with a stick.

How are 21,500 additional troops going to extricate us from Iraq? Is this the best solution our
Commander in Chief can offer for disentangling us from this mess?

Despite President Bush’s assertion, in his State of the Union address last week, that “this is not the
fight we entered in Irag,”" in the year leading up to his decision to launch it, most American military experts
told him it would be. Israel's prime minister at the time, Ariel Sharon, told him it would be. The United
Nations and the Arab League told him it would be. It seems as though just about everyone in the world
knew it would be. And, now that we are in a war that President Bush did not expect, we do not seem to
have a way out, no matter how many more troops we send.

After all, we cannot maintain the status quo, seeing how our presence in Iraq exacerbates an
already tenuous situation. And, we cannot just leave, as much as so many of us on both the Left and the
Right would like to believe we should. That would lead to an even more violent civil conflict, give Iran an
opportunity to occupy Iraq, and set into motion a regional, tribal war of catastrophic proportions.

Then, what can we do?

Help solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

As much as the war in Iraq and the Sunni-Shi’ite conflict have nothing to do with Israel, the solution
to the chaos we have created there, and one that can lead to our eventual withdrawal, may have everything
to do with it.

Despite Saddam Hussein’s tyrannical despotism and his perverse support of Palestinian suicide
bombers, his Sunni Iraq served as an important counter-balance to a strong, Shi'a Iran. The loss of that
counter-balance demands that Israel join with moderate Sunni nations to fill the void, provide a deterrent,
and address Iran as a unified front before it is too late.

This all starts with the Palestinians. If peace with the Palestinians will bring normalization of ties
with the nations of the Arab League, and if that normalization carries with it some sense of stability to a
volatile Middle East, a counter-balance to Iran can be achieved. Then, the United States can slowly
withdraw troops from Iraq and either re-position them in surrounding, allied nations or bring them home.

As unlikely as this may sound, a framework for peace has been agreed upon between Syrians and
Israelis,’ Palestinians and Israelis have begun to find ways to sit down and talk again, and the Arab League
is anxious to hurry the peace process along. It can happen, if the will to continue persists...and if the United
States would only choose to support, not hamper, these efforts. It might be the only choice we have.

Mr. President, 21,500 more troops are not the solution to the hole we have dug in Iraq. Save the
lives of our soldiers and the lives of thousands of Iraqis that will be lost as long as we continue our failed
policies. Heed the lessons of our youth, the most important of which may be:

- As much as we hate to admit it, we are not always right.
Rabbi Bruce Elder

! President Bush, Sate of the Union address, 1/23/07
! See http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070116/ap_on_re_mi_ealisrael_syria
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Friday Night Services

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services
at the Winnetka Community House on the following
evenings:

Shabbat Beshalach

7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Exodus 13:17-17:16
Family Service Haftarah: Judges 4:4-5:31

No 8:00 p.m. service

February 2

Shabbat Yitro
Torah Portion: Exodus 18:1-20:23
Haftarah: Isaiah 6:1-7: 6; 9:5-6

February 9
8:00 p.m.

February 16
8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Mishpatim
Torah Portion: Exodus 21:1-24:18
Haftarah: Il Kings 12:15-16

Shabbat Terumah
Torah Portion: Exodus 25:1-27:19
Haftarah: | Kings 5:26-6:13

February 23
8:00 p.m.

Shabbat Morning Minyan

Our February Shabbat Morning minyanim will take place on
February 3 and February 24 at the home of Barbara and
Allen Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884).

Services begin at 8:30 a.m. and last one hour. Please
contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854)
with any questions.
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Family Shabbat
Service

Please join us at our monthly
Family Shabbat Service on
Friday evening, February 2 at
7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka
Community House.

Services will be led by our 5™
and 6" grade Religious School
classes and will be followed by
the Congregational Tu B’Shevat
Seder at 7:45 p.m. (see article
about Tu B’Shevat Seder on

page 3).

As always, people of all ages are
welcome and encouraged to
attend. Please contact Rabbi
Elder (847-266-8854 or
rabbi@hakafa.org) with  any
questions.

Please note that there will be no
8:00 p.m. service on this
evening.

Rabbi Marx to Visit

Rabbi Robert Marx, our Rabbi
Emeritus, will visit Hakafa the
weekend of February 9-11. He
will give a sermon at Shabbat
services on Friday, February 9
and will lead the adult education
class in a discussion on Sunday,
February 11. We look forward to
having him with us.
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Tu B'Shevat Seder

Tu B’Shevat (pronounced Too Bish-VAHT), the
Jewish New Year of the Trees, falls on
Saturday, February 3 this year. According to
the Talmud, the fifteenth of the Hebrew month
Shevat (Tu in Hebrew means “fifteen”) is the
day designated as the end of the period in
which most of Israel’s yearly rainfall has fallen.
It also marks the time when trees have used up
water from the previous year’s rainfall and have
begun absorbing the water of the New Year.

On Tu B’Shevat, by honoring the cycle of our
trees, we sanctify the power of nature, our
most precious resource. We do so through a
Tu B’shevat seder. Our congregational seder
will take place on Friday, February 2, at 7:45
p-m. immediately following family services.
We will sit down for a short, special celebration
in which we will taste of various fruits and sip
from four different kinds of “wine” (juice will be
served).
Help us usher in nature’s New Year!

Rosh Chodesh Group

Purim Carnival and
Megillah Reading

We've heard it from Simba, through the
grapevine, leaving on a jet plane, in a yellow
submarine, amidst the sounds of silence, and
with all our heart and soul. Who will join us
this year? Find out on Saturday, March 3 at
the Glencoe Community Center as we
celebrate Purim ... at Rydell High!!

.
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Tell me more, tell me more...

Join us for a fun-filled Purim evening from
5:45 p.m. - 8 p.m. as we read from the Scroll
of Esther, try our luck at exciting carnival
games, and nosh some hamentaschen.
Come in costume and win an extra prize!

We will be serving some greased lightening
of our own - pre-ordered pizza and soda -
from 5 p.m.-5:45 p.m. To pre-order, please
contact llene Holt-Turner (847-433-6910,
i.holtturner@comcast.net).

Don't miss out on a night to remember!

Share Your Holidays

A Rosh Chodesh group meets once a month, at the time of

the new moon, for discussion, examination of a topic, and

conversation.

The next meeting will be held Sunday, February 18, at
noon at Leanne Star’s house, 678 Sheridan Road,

On occasion, there are Hakafa
members who would like to share
holidays with fellow congregants
and do not have the opportunity to

Winnetka. The topic will be Jewish cooking and participants do so.

are invited to email a recipe to Leanne
(I-starr@northwestern.edu) ahead of time and bring that

dish for people to sample.

Please R.S.V.P. to Leanne at 847-441-5811 or email.
Rosh Chodesh is traditionally a woman's holiday. Any adult

is welcome to attend.

If you would like to host a fellow
congregant for a holiday meal, or if
you need a place to go for the
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser at
847-945-6095.




4 The Circle February 2007

w RS v

Friday Night Oneg
Hosts Needed

Now is the time to reserve
the dates you want to host
a Friday night oneg. It is a
nice way to celebrate a
birthday, anniversary, bar
or bat mitzvah, or other
special occasion with the
Congregation.

Please contact Lynn
Sanders (847-501-2768 or
lynn@parkaveproductions.

com) to reserve a date!

Congregation
Meeting

Our next Congregation
Meeting will take place
after Religious School
on February 11, at 12:15
p.m. at the Glencoe
Community Center.

All congregants are
welcome and encouraged
to join us. If you have any
questions, please contact
our President, Jay
Hesdorffer (847-441-0114
or hesdor@aol.com).

Grab a bagel and join us!

New Members:

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to our
newest members:

Jerry Kohn and Michelle Suran and their children, Melissa
and Jason Suran.

Condolences to:

Phylis and Jay Frankel, and Kathy Brody and family, on the
loss of Phylis’ brother and Kathy’s uncle, Milton Schwartz.

Rona Elder and family, on the loss of her grandmother, Lillian
Gruenberg.

Mazal Tov to:

Dottie Hammel, on the birth of her fourth grandson,Henry
Jasper Lobel, son of Kelly and Rich Lobel in Irvington, NY.

Jack and Barbara Bierig on the marriage of their son, Bobby,
to Jacqueline Land.

Chesed

Chesed is our congregation’s way of reaching out to
one another. If you know of anyone in our
congregation who is in crisis from an iliness, death in
the family, or personal stress, who could benefit
from support, such as a visit, delivery and/or
preparation of meals, or a ride to a health care
appointment, please contact Rabbi Elder
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854).

You can also contact Janet Hersh (jjahsh@aol.com
or 847-256-0966) to volunteer.
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Come Have Coffee with Us

Over the next number of weeks, our
president, Jay Hesdorffer, and | would like to
sit down and talk with you. We want to hear
your ideas about what Hakafa can be and
share some of our own. Specifically, we
want to discuss future space considerations
for the congregation.

To that end, we have asked a number of
congregants in various neighborhoods to
open their homes in order to hold informal
coffees from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. on the dates
listed below.

We hope you will be able to attend one of
our gatherings:

February 07 - The home of Julie Campbell &
Mark Kusatzky (1228 Lake Ave., Wilmette)
February 21 - The home of Ellen & John
O’Dwyer (825 Sheridan Road, Glencoe)
February 28 - The home of Dottie Hammel
(347 Latrobe Avenue, Northfield)

March 07 - The home of David & Julie Kaplan
(1201 Cambridge Court, Highland Park)
March 14 - The home of Norman & Anna
Berger (646 Rice Street, Highland Park)

Please feel free to contact me
(rabbi@hakafa.org or 847-266-8854)
with any questions.

We look forward to seeing you.
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Jewish Federation College
Summer Internships
Available

Coming home to Chicago this summer?
Apply now for a Lewis Summer
Internship! Undergrads residing
(parental residence) or attending school
in lllinois may apply on-line
(juf.org/hillel/Isip) for one of twenty-six
paid internships in agencies and
departments of the Jewish Federation of
Chicago.

Call 312-444-2868 for more information.

Shabbat on the Water

Are you the outdoors type?
Do you like to canoe and camp?

>
If so, Hakafa’s summer Shabbaton is for
you! Once again, we will be heading to
the western end of the Wisconsin River
for a late June/early July weekend of
canoeing, camping, and conversation
open to families of all ages (children
must be able to swim).

Please join us on Sunday, February 25
at 12:15 p.m. (immediately following
bagels) in the Glencoe Community
Center community room for a short
meeting to discuss our proposed trip.

If you have any questions, contact
Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org, 847-
266-8854).
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The Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago Academic
Scholarship Program

Educational scholarship funds from the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago are available
for college and graduate students for the 2007-2008 academic year. Approximately $500,000 is
available for Jewish students who are identified as having promise for significant contributions in
their chosen careers and are in need of financial assistance for full-time academic programs
primarily in the helping professions.

Applicants must be legally domiciled in the greater Chicago metropolitan area, or, in some
cases, Cook County or Northwest Indiana. Jewish Vocational Service administers the
scholarship program and personally interview all applicants before April 20.
To apply, go to: www.jvschicago.org and click Scholarship Services.
For additional information or questions, call the JVS Scholarship Secretary:
(312) 673-3457 or e-mail jvsscholarship@jvschicago.org.

Application deadline:
February 15, 2007

Campership Program of Chicago

A new and exciting program, the Campership Program of Chicago is offering scholarships to
Jewish campers who are members of a Chicago-area synagogue and who would like their
children to enjoy the fun and fellowship of an overnight camp that has a Jewish affiliation.

Two scholarship levels are available. Children attending a Jewish camp for the first time ever
can receive $1250, and those attending camp for the second time can receive scholarships of
$750. The program is not “needs based”, there is no economic criteria. The “need” which we
hope to make an impact on is spiritual in nature and
exists in all income brackets.

Applications for 2007 are now being accepted.

General Information: http://www.campership.net/index.html
Questions: inffo@campership.net
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Hakafa Calendar ~ February 2007 ~ Shevat/Adar 5767

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

For calendar and Circle submissions, contact
Lori Wilansky
Phone: 847-444-1488
E-mail: wilanskyl@comcast.net

12:00-1:15
Lunch & Learn
in the Loop

2

7:00 p.m.

Family Shabbat
Services led by the 5th
and 6th Grade Students

(WCH)

7:45 p.m.
Congregational Tu
B’Shevat Seder (WCH)

3

8:30 a.m. Minyan

Tu B’Shevat

4

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School
(Preschool Class Meets)

10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Adult Study

1:30-2:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class

6

10:00 a.m.
Mishneh Torah

4:15-6:00
Hebrew School

7

1:00-2:30
Tanach Study

7:00-8:30 p.m.
Coffee at the home of
Julie Campbell & Mark
Kusatzky (1228 Lake
Avenue, Wilmette)

9

8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Services
Rabbi Marx visits

(WCH)

10

11

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Adult Study—Rabbi

12

13

14

15

Circle Submissions due

16

17

Marx teaches 12:00-1:15

12:15p.m. Lunch & Learn on Congregational Family
Congregation 4:15-6:00 the North Shore Shabbaton
Meeting (GCC) Hebrew School

1:30-2:30 p.m.

Confirmation Class 7:30 p.m. 7:30 p.m. 8:00 p.m

3:00-5:00 p.m. Adult Hebrew Class Book Group Meets Shabbat Services

3rd B'nai Mitzvah (NSUMC) (NSUMC) (WCH)

Workshop (NSUMC)

Congregational Family Presidents’ Day 10:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. Minyan

Shabbaton Mishneh Torah
No Religious School 12:00-1:00 1:00-2:30
(Family Day) Hebrew Circle Tanach Study
Rosh Chodesh 4:15-6:00
Noon Hebrew School 7:00-8:30 p.m. 8:00 o.m
Leanne Star’s house: Coffee at the home of sh bgl t Servi
(678 Sheridan Road, 7:30 p.m. Ellen and John O’Dyer W\fCHa)l ervices
Winnetka) Adult Hebrew Class (825 Sheridan Road,
(NSUMC) Glencoe)
9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Religious School 4:15-6:00
(Preschool Class Meets) Hebrew School 1:00-2:30 GCC: Glencoe Community Center
10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Tanach Study WCH: Winnetka Community House
Adult Study 6:00-7:30 p.m. NSUMC:  North Shore United Methodist Church
12:15 p.m. Summer Junior Youth Group
ghoathée.l(t)%n Meeting P(;Zéacand Games Party | ;.00.6:30 p.m.
C.om;ir.matipdrT.Class ( ) Coffee at the home of
2:00-4:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. Dottie Hammel

Senior Youth Group to
Indoor Mini-Golf

Adult Hebrew Class
(NSUMC)

(347 Latrobe Avenue,
Northfield)




