
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

For the Love of Israel 
 
I am a Zionist.  
I love Israel. 
I value Israel’s special relationship with the United States and want to ensure that it is never jeopardized. 
Israel’s well-being is a central “Jewish” concern of mine, but it is not my only “Jewish” concern. 
Apparently, I am not mainstream. 
 
Earlier this week, a local congressperson met with area rabbis to discuss issues of import to us as Jews and as 
leaders of our community. The representative opened with a short assessment of the war in Iraq and the impending 
Annapolis Conference.  The floor then opened up for questions. 
 
Every question in the first hour of our time together was about Israel and the Middle East.  Among them: 
Will Congress help ensure that Jerusalem remain undivided? 
Would the United States prevent Israel from attacking Iran should Israel feel the need to do so? 
Would certain presidential candidates be better for Israel than others? 
Will the United States finally move its embassy in Israel to Jerusalem? 
 
At the beginning of the second hour, I asked about the impact of the war in Iraq on domestic programs that I had 
assumed the Jewish community had traditionally supported.  The representative addressed my question thoughtfully.  
And then?   
 
Another forty-five minutes of questions about Israel and the Middle East ensued, as if the domestic distresses upon 
which the congressperson elaborated did not merit serious consideration of our time.  Apparently, education is not a 
mainstream, Jewish concern.  Neither is health care.  Immigration reform, the separation of church and state, abortion, 
the environment, a living wage … none of these are significant, mainstream, Jewish concerns.  None of these merits 
the attention of a group of rabbis sitting with a representative of Congress to discuss the issues that concern us. 
 
 How could that be? 
 
Again: I am a Zionist. I love Israel. I value Israel’s special relationship with the United States and want to ensure that it 
is never jeopardized. Israel’s well-being is a central “Jewish” concern of mine. 
 
That I feel the need to state this at all is sad.  That I feel the need to repeat this is indicative of how defensive and 
myopic I feel our Jewish community has become.  And if I, as a rabbi, am feeling that way, what must so many others 
be feeling about us? 
 
The Middle East is in chaos right now, and we, the United States, are largely to blame for that.  The existential threats 
to Israel’s existence are very real; our vigilance must be steadfast.   But, I am not being overly sensitive.  I am not 
over-reacting.  The domestic brush-off at our meeting this week was indicative of our community, not incidental to it.  If 
that is “mainstream” Judaism, I want no part of it.   
 
In the Mishnah, Rabbi Hillel implores:1 
 

If I am not for myself, who will be for me? 
If I am only for myself, what am I? 

If not now, when? 
 
Our Jewish community today understands the first part of Rabbi Hillel’s words well, but we have a long way to go to 
meet his challenge.   
 
Won’t you join me?      

  -Bruce Elder 
 

  1 Avot 1:14    
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Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services 
at the Winnetka Community House on the following 
evenings: 
 
December 7  Shabbat Miketz 
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion: Genesis 41:1-44:17 
Family Service  Haftarah:  I Kings 3:15-4:1 
Hanukkah Celebration 

 
December 14 Shabbat Vayigash 
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Genesis 44:18-47:27 
   Haftarah: Ezekiel37:15-28 
    
December 21 Shabbat Vayechi 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Genesis 47:28-50:26 
   Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-12 
 
December 28 Shabbat  Shemot 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion:  Exodus 1:1-6:1 
   Haftarah:  Isaiah 27:6-28:13 

4

. 

Annual Congregation Hanukkah Celebration   
 
Please join us at our monthly Family Shabbat Service on Friday evening, December 7 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Winnetka Community House (620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka) for a beautiful Hakafa 
tradition as we celebrate Hanukkah and Shabbat.  Our Junior Choir will help us celebrate with 
the singing of Hanukkah songs during the service.   
 
Bring your chanukiot (Hanukkah menorahs), candles, and matches and help us celebrate 
Hanukkah as a community.  A special Hanukkah oneg will follow. 
 
PLEASE NOTE the earlier time of this service.  There will be no 8:00 p.m. service on this 
evening. 

4 
Shabbat Morning 

Minyan  
 
Please join us on Saturdays, 
December 1 and December 
22 at 8:30 a.m. at the home 
of Barbara and Allen 
Anderson (849 Oak Drive, 
Glencoe, 847-242-9884) for 
our next informal Shabbat 
morning services.  
 
This hour-long service and 
study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your 
celebration of Shabbat.  
People of all ages are 
encouraged and welcome to 
join us.  Please contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with any 
questions 
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Shabbat in the Home  
Make January 25 a special Shabbat for you, 

your family, and your Hakafa family. 
 
On Friday evening, January 25, Hakafa will be 
engaging in “Shabbat in the Home” where families 
host potluck dinners.  Every congregant will be 
invited to dine and share Shabbat at someone’s 
home. We hope you will join us as we sing 
Shabbat songs, light Shabbat candles, share a 
delicious meal, enjoy interesting conversation, 
meet new friends, and reconnect with old ones!  
Help make Hakafa the encirclement that it is!   
 

There will be no services at the  
Winnetka Community House that evening. 

 
Questions?  Contact Debbie Charen 

(debbie.charen@comcast.net or 847-498-9221). 

 

Prayer and Celebration 44 
Share Your 
Holidays 

 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a fellow 
congregant for a holiday meal, or 
if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser 
at 847-945-6095. 

 

 

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 
We are looking for hosts for 
Friday evening onegs this winter.  
Now is the time to reserve your 
date!   
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is 
a nice way to celebrate a bar or 
bat mitzvah, birthday, 
anniversary, or other special 
occasion with the congregation.  
It is also a nice way to honor the 
memory of a loved one on 
his/her yahrzeit.  If you are able 
to host an oneg, please contact 
Lynn Sanders (847-501-2768 or 
lynn@parkaveproductions.com) 
to reserve a date. 

Tot Shabbat  
 
 

Our next Tot Shabbat will be held on Saturday, January 
19 at 10:00 a.m. at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe). Come join other 
families with children ages five and younger (including 
parents, siblings, and/or extended family) to sing, dance, 
hear a story, and pray! 
 
Our fun, 30-minute service is followed by a short kiddush of 
juice and cookies. 
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Thank You, One and All 
 

   To say that I was speechless when I saw the outpouring of relatives, 
friends and especially the members of our Congregation, would be an 
understatement.  When Rabbi Elder asked if I would become a Bar 
Mitzvah for a second time, I reluctantly agreed,  stipulating that the event 
be very low key.  I would be called to the Torah to read and that would be 
all. 
 
   It became apparent that it was going to be more than that when the 
monthly Circle arrived and there were those moving expressions from many 
of you.  Those notes brought tears to my eyes.   
 
   Rabbi Elder asked (a few days before the Bar Mitzvah) that after I 
read from the Torah if I would say a few words to those assembled.  I 
had prepared a very short thank you message, but when I saw all of you 
sitting in front of me, everything I wanted to say just evaporated into thin 
air.  Some of you I have known before we started the Congregation and 
were instrumental in the start up.  Some of you were friends I had made in 
more recent times.  I was speechless.  Those who know me know that just 
does not happen to me. 
 
   The remarks from our two Rabbis' made me wonder who they were 
talking about.  We are very fortunate to have such wonderful, caring, 
human beings leading our Congregation. 
 
   Thank you for all the kind notes and expressions of well wishes at the 
event.  I still feel overwhelmed every time I think back to the evening. 
 
   I suppose the Bar Mitzvah was very low key.  After all we could have 
had a disc jockey playing very loud music. 

-Gerald (Jerry) Friedman 
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Member News w w

Chesed 
Chesed is our congregation’s 
way of reaching out to one 
another.  If you know of anyone 
in our congregation who is in 
crisis from an illness, death in the 
family, or personal stress, who 
could benefit from support, such 
as a visit, delivery and/or 
preparation of meals, or a ride to 
a health care appointment, 
please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org).  
 
You can also contact Janet 
Hersh (847-256-0966 or 
jjahsh@aol.com) to volunteer. 

Condolences to: 
 
Philip Dray and family on the loss of Phil’s father, Sheldon 
Dray. 
 
Ellen Freedman and family on the loss of Ellen’s father, 
Herman Rossman. 
 
Anita Gerber and family on the loss of Anita’s mother, 
Shirley Gerber. 
 
Amy Kraus and family on the loss of Amy’s father, Arthur 
Langer. 
 
The family of Robert Michaels on their loss. 
 
Rick Prohov and family on the loss of Rich’s mother, Zelda. 
 
Gail Solotke and family on the loss of Gail’s father, Mike 
Gordon. 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Peggy and Bill Wise on the 
recent marriage of their 
daughter, Debbie Wise, to Bob 
Sairbrook on October 21. 

Congregation Directory 
The 2007-2008 Congregation Hakafa Directory is in the 
process of being updated and will be delivered this month.  
Please contact Rona (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687) 
with any changes and/or updates. 

Mazal Tov to the 
Following  

B’nai Mitzvah: 
 

Tia Wallach – December 1 
Alex Block – December 15

Finance Committee Meeting 
 
A finance committee meeting will 
be held on December 6 at 7:30 
p.m. at the home of Mark 
Kusatzky (1228 Lake Ave.  
Wilmette).  
 

All are welcome to attend. 

Congregation Meeting 
Our next congregation meeting will take place on Friday, 
December 14 at 6:45 p.m. at the Winnetka Community 
House, immediately preceding 8:00 p.m. Shabbat services.  
All members are welcome and encouraged to join us. One 
of the topics of discussion will be the proposed renewal of 
Rabbi Elder's contract. 
 
 If you have any questions, please contact our President, 
Jay Hesdorffer (847-441-0114 or hesdor@aol.com).

New Members 
Please help us welcome… 

 
Mary Farrell 
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Israel 
  

 
ENROLL YOUR CHILD IN SKIP NOW and 

INVEST IN YOUR CHILD'S JEWISH FUTURE 
 
The SEND-A-KID-TO-ISRAEL PARTNERSHIP (SKIP) 
program is a special savings plan that helps 
Chicago area Jewish youth visit Israel as an 
integral part of their Jewish education.  Young 
people who participate in the program for the full seven 
years (grades 3 through 9) will have approximately 
$2,000, including interest, saved to help meet the cost 
of an Israel Experience program.  SKIP funds can be 
used beginning the summer after 9th grade through 
FIVE YEARS AFTER GRADUATION FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL.  Furthermore, SKIP contributions, plus 
interest, are FULLY REFUNDABLE at any time should 
your son or daughter not participate on an Israel 
Experience program.    
 
SKIP GOAL - an Israel Experience program as part of 
each child's Jewish education.  SKIP funds can be 
used for your family’s choice of a wide variety of 
approved high school or college Israel Experience 
programs. 
 
SKIP PARTNERS - your family, your congregation, and 
the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago each 
contribute to the SKIP savings plan. 
 
SKIP ENROLLMENT - enroll in public or day school 
grades 3-6 and continue to make contributions through 
9th grade.  
 
SKIP FACTS – More than 4,200 participants are 
currently enrolled in SKIP through more than 51 
participating congregations, and more than 1,625 teens 
and young adults have used their SKIP funds to help 
them participate on an Israel Experience program. 
 
SKIP INFORMATION - for more information on the 
SKIP program or enrollment in SKIP, contact Jenny 
Patterson at 847.446.4906 or jpatterson@joycefdn.org 
or SKIP (312-444-2895). 

 

December Israeli  
Musical Events –Local! 

 
Sunday, December 2 - 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

Teens-only concert by Naf Hadash (means 
snakefish in Hebrew) at the North Shore 
Center for the Performing Arts.   This is 
Israel’s leading hip-hop band, which has 
been topping Israeli music charts for the 
past seven years.  Their music blends leftist 
political leanings with hip-hop, funk, jazz, 
electro, and rock with a middle Eastern 
flavor—a unique sound tapestry.  Tickets 
are only $15 in advance, $18 at the door.  
For more info call the NS Center for the 
Performing Arts at (847) 673-6300. 
 

Sunday, December 9 - 7:00 p.m. 
The Guy Mendilow Band appears at Bill’s 
Blues Bar in Evanston (1029 Davis Street).  
Guy Mendilow speaks and sings in English, 
Hebrew, Spanish, and Portuguese. In a 
style he calls acoustic third stream/world 
folk.  He plays guitar and berimbau, and is 
an accomplished overtone singer (think 
Tuvan throat-singing).  His band members 
play violin, bass, Jew’s harps, saxophone, 
and other instruments.  This promises to be 
an evening to remember with the band 
voted Boston’s best world music act in 
2005. For more info go to 
guymendilow.com or call Bill’s Blues at  
(847) 424-9800. 
 

Wednesday, December 26 – 2:00 p.m. 
Family Israeli Folk-Dancing at Congregation 
Solel (1301 South Clavey Rd in Highland 
Park).  Looking for a fun family activity 
during the winter break?  Taught by Sara 
Rodin, this dancing will warm up the body 
and soul…Beginners are welcome!  For 
more info, call Congregation Solel at (847) 
433-3555. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 
 
Bat Mitzvah of  
Tia Wallach (am) 
 
7:30 p.m.  
Scholar-in-Residence 
Program (Home of Carol 
Anne Been and Dan 
Freedman) 

2 
 
9:45 a.m. Religious School 

(Cove) 
10:15 a.m. Preschool 

Class (Cove) 
10:30 a.m. Adult Study—

Scholar-in-
Residence 
teaches (Cove) 

12:15 p.m. Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah Class 
(Cove) 

1:45 p.m. Confirmation   
(NSUMC) 

3 4 
 
10:00 a.m. Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m. Hebrew School 
(Cove) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st Night of Hanukkah 

5 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. Tanach Study 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Book Group Discussion 
(Home of Dottie Hammel) 
 
 
 
 
2nd Night of Hanukkah 

6 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Lunch & Learn in the Loop 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Finance Committee 
Meeting 
(Home of Mark Kusatzky 
and Julie Campbell) 
 
 
3rd Night of Hanukkah 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Family Shabbat Service & 
Congregational Hanukkah 
Celebration—Junior Choir 
sings (WCH) 
 
4th Night of Hanukkah 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
Senior Youth Group  Event 

 
5th Night of Hanukkah 

9 
9:45 a.m. Religious School 

(Cove) 
10:30 a.m. Adult Study 

(Cove) 
12:15 p.m. Adult B’nai 

Mitzvah Class 
(Cove) 

2:00-3:15 p.m. Junior 
Youth Group 
Hanukkah  Pottery 
Painting  

1:45 p.m. Confirmation 
(NSUMC) 

3:30 p.m. 2nd B’nai 
Mitzvah    
Workshop 
(NSUMC) 

 
6th Night of Hanukkah 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7th Night of Hanukkah 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6 p.m. Hebrew School 
(Cove) 

 
 
Last Night of Hanukkah 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. Tanach Study 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:45 p.m.  
Congregation Meeting 
(WCH) 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH) 
 

15 
 
Bar Mitzvah of  
Alex Block (am) 

16 
 
9:45 a.m.  
Last Day of Religious 
School before Winter 
Break (Cove) 
 
10:15 a.m.  
Preschool Class (Cove) 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Adult Study (Cove) 

17 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
Due 

18 
 
 
10:00 a.m. Mishneh Torah 
 
 
12:00 p.m. Hebrew Circle 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m.  
Last Day of Hebrew School 
before Winter Break (Cove)

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. Tanach Study 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m.  
Lunch & Learn on the  
North Shore 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

22 
8:30 a.m. Minyan 

23 
 
No Religious School  
(Winter Break) 

24 25 
 
No Hebrew School  
(Winter Break) 

26 27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH) 

29 

30 
 
No Religious School 
 (Winter Break) 

31  
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Cove:  The Cove School, Northbrook 
WCH:  Winnetka Community House, Winnetka 
NSUMC: North Shore United Methodist Church, Glencoe 


