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National Security and the Looming National Election

The evil genius of Hitler was that he was able to conflate two enemies - Jews and Communists - with
deadly effect. As early as 1924, writing Mein Kampf from his cell in Landsberg prison near Munich,
Hitler ferociously and repeatedly singled out the Jews and the Bolsheviks as Germany’s greatest
enemies. And, the two evils cannot be separated. The Jews, he insisted, were the dominant element
in the entire Bolshevik movement.

What made all of this so incendiary was that it touched upon a theme that can be counted upon to
arouse intense and highly emotional feelings. That theme is national security. The visceral importance
of national security has often been underestimated by liberal Jews, whose primary instincts have
traditionally been pacifistic and universalistic. The extension of civil rights to Jews has often become
intertwined with questions of patriotism. In 1806, for example, Napoleon convened a “Sanhedrin”
composed of France’s leading Jews. The most troubling questions were about Jewish loyalty. “Do
Jews consider France their country? Are they bound to defend it?” In Germany, Hitler used these
very questions in a way that ultimately sealed the destiny of European Jewry.

A clue to the relationship between national security and Jewish survival can be found in the story of
that obscure French Jewish captain, Alfred Dreyfus, whose trial so roiled French society in the 1890s.
To be truly understood, the Dreyfus trial must be seen in terms of the putative threat it posed to the
security of France. It soon became clear that to defend Dreyfus was to attack the integrity of the entire
military establishment. And, by implication, it was to question the security of the nation. It was this
implicit attack upon the military that transformed the Dreyfus trial from a “mere judicial mistake” into an
issue that divided all of France. The very effort to defend one man, unjustly accused of treason, had
the unforeseen result of creating a national debate about the integrity of the army. The Dreyfusards -
mainly liberal professionals, Protestants, Jews, and intellectuals - were accused of questioning the
whole structure of the armed forces. No army can tolerate this type of scrutiny, and so the
representatives of traditional values - the church and the military - coalesced into a movement that
proclaimed, in essence that the security of the nation was more important than the fate of one man.
Thus, the religion of Dreyfus, incidental at first - as Herzl himself believed - soon became transformed
into a national debate about the military preparedness of France and about Jewish loyalty.

Hitler used the question of Jewish loyalty to stifle any opposition to his program of extermination.
His constant theme - and a theme of the Prussian military establishment - was that Germany had been
betrayed at the Peace Conference at Versailles. Had not the principle architects of that disastrous
treaty been Jews? By identifying Jews with the Communists, Hitler was able to undermine whatever
efforts German liberals might have made to defend them. German propaganda had already pictured
Jews as the most degraded of people. The rhetoric of extermination now needed one other component
before it could become reality. For the first time, Hitler could depict Jews not only as a malignancy,
but as a malignancy attacking from the outside as well as within. Jews and Bolsheviks were
Germany’s mortal enemies. They were not two enemies - but one. It is significant that the planned
extermination of the Jews, as opposed to random killings, was not possible until 1941 when Germany
finally invaded Russia. Once Germany was at war, the few liberal voices of Christian protest could be
permanently stifled. The fate of the Jews in Russia and Poland had been sealed.

It is not unreasonable to think about the role that national security will have in the looming elections.
Will its dynamism as an issue once again be underestimated by those who still feel that “it’'s only about
the economy?” Stupid!

-Robert J. Marx
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Friday Night Services

The congregation is cordially invited to attend
services at the Winnetka Community House on the
following evenings:

June 6 Shabbat Naso
7:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 4:21-7:89
Family Service Haftarah: Judges 13:2-25

June 13 Beha’alotecha
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 8:1-12:16
Haftarah: Zechariah 2:14-7
Installation of Officers

June 20 Shabbat Shelach-Lecha
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 13:1-15:41
Haftarah: Joshua 2:1-24

June 27 Shabbat Korach
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 16:3-18:32
Haftarah: | Samuel 11:14 -12:22

July 4 Shabbat Chukat

5:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 19:1-22:1

Family Service Haftarah: Judges 11:1-1:33
Please note the time change!

July 11 Shabbat Balak
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 22:2-25:9
Haftarah: Micah 5:6 -6:8

July 18 Shabbat Pinchas
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 25:10-30:1
Haftarah: | Kings 18:46 -19:21

July 25 Shabbat Matot
8:00 p.m. Torah Portion: Numbers 30:2-32:42
Haftarah: Jeremiah 1:1 -2:3
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Family Shabbat Service

Please join us at our monthly Family
Shabbat Service on Friday evening,
June 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka
Community House.

Our Family Service is shorter than our
regular services and is geared toward
families with children. As always,
people of all ages are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-
8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with
questions.

PLEASE NOTE: Our July 4 Family
Service will take place at 5:00 p.m.

Shabbat Morning

;i:.,f o

Minyan

Please join us on Saturdays, June 7,
June 21, July 5, and July 19 at 8:30
a.m. at the home of Barbara and
Allen Anderson (849 Oak Dirive,
Glencoe, 847-242-9884) for our next
informal Shabbat morning services.

This hour-long service and study is a
wonderful opportunity to enhance your
celebration of Shabbat. People of all
ages are encouraged and welcome to
join us.

Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-
8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with
questions.
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Eleventh Grade Confirmation Ceremony

The entire congregation is cordially invited to the Confirmation of
our eleventh grade students at Erev Shavuot services on
Sunday, June 8 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Winnetka Community House.

An oneg will follow the service

We congratulate our confirmation class of 5768 and their families:

Joseph Frumkin, Daniel Goldberg, Nathan Gross, Ben Richmond, Elizabeth
Schoder, Michael Solotke, Benjamin Stone, Benjamin Varick, Ted Weissberg

Adult B'nai Mitzvah Ceremony

Hakafa’s Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class cordially invites the entire
congregation to celebrate with us as we are called to the Torah on
Saturday, June 14, 2008, 8 Sivan 5768,

10:00 a.m.
at the Winnetka Community House.

A light Riddush will follow the service.

Deborah Brown, Betty Burrows, Doris Caro, Dottie Hammel,
Carol McCardell, and David Reiser




Creation, Revelation,
and Redemption...

Shavuot Tikkun

Shavuot (pronounced shah-VOO-oat) occurs on
the sixth day of the Hebrew month of Sivan (on
Monday, June 9 this year). It is the second of
three pilgrimage festivals (Passover and Sukkot
are the other two). Shavuot commemorates the
day G-d gave Moses the Ten Commandments
on Mount Sinai. It also has an agricultural
reference, marking a stage in the harvest.

One of the customs of Shavuot is to hold a
tikkun, or Torah-based learning session, late into
the night. Join us as we study on Sunday
evening, June 8, from 9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m. at
Lakeside Congregation for Reform Judaism
(1221 County Line Road, Highland Park).

The theme of this year’s tikkun is “Creation,
Revelation, and Redemption.” Successive
learning sessions will be led by Rabbi Ike Serotta
and Cantor Michael Davis of Lakeside, and
Rabbi Elder. Coffee and nosh will be available
throughout the evening.

We hope you will join us!

Share Your Holidays

On occasion, there are Hakafa members who
would like to share holidays with fellow
congregants and do not have the opportunity to
do so.

If you would like to host a congregant for a
holiday meal, or if you need a place to go for the
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095).

The Circle
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we would love for you to join in our simcha.

Rabbi Bruce and Rona Elder
9} you are cble to join us,
please RSUP by July 15.
§47-242-068T o conghakalc@hakale.ong

No gifis please.

Oneg Hosts Needed

We are looking for hosts for Friday evening
onegs throughout the summer. Now is the
time to reserve your date!

Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a nice
way to celebrate a bar or bat mitzvah,
birthday, anniversary, or other special
occasion with the congregation. It is also a
nice way to honor the memory of a loved
one on his/her yahrzeit.

If you are able to host, please contact:
Joli Fridman

847-509-8909
or jolifridman@sbcglobal.net
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Thank you to ..

Carol McCardell, Carol Anne Been, Dottie
Hammel, Gaby Siegal, Bob Rifkin, and John
Thomason for a wonderful Yom Ha’Atzmaut dinner
and service.

Don and Martha Pollak for coordinating our Social
Action Day.

David Kaplan for coordinating Hakafa’s
participation in the Walk With Israel.

Peter Office and Allyson Haut for generously
donating Hakafa bandanas for those who walked
with Hakafa at the Walk With Israel.

Jay Hesdorffer, Janice Halpern, Beth McCullough,
Mark Kusatzky, and Tom Gutman for their
leadership as our immediate past officers.

Shabbat on the Water

Are you the outdoors type?
Do you like to canoe and camp?

IT so, Hakafa’'s summer Shabbaton is for you!

We will be heading to the western end of the
Wisconsin River the weekend of June 27 to canoe,
camp, and enjoy one another’s company.

Our Shabbaton is open to families of all ages
(children must be able to swim).

Please contact Marietta Hesdorffer (847-441-0114)
or Susan Varick (847-835- 4522) with questions or
to reserve your space.
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Mazal Tov to the following B’at
Mitzvah:

Sammie Klein — June 7

Condolences to:

Alan Kalmifoff and family on the loss of
his father, Seymour Kalmikoff.

We welcome our new members:

Tammy and Michael Bendoff and their
children, Zoe and Ryan.

Mazal Tov to...

All 2008 High School
graduates and their Families.

and college

Sara Massarik, on her completion of the
Florence Melton Program.

Bob Alpert, on his special birthday

Chesed

Our congregation’s way of reaching out to
one another.

If you know of anyone in our congregation
who is in crisis from an illness, death in
the family, or personal stress, who could
benefit from support, such as a visit,
delivery and/or preparation of meals, or a
ride to a health care appointment, please
contact Rabbi Elder (or 847-266-8854 or
rabbi@hakafa.org) or Janet Hersh (847-
256-0966 or jjahsh@aol.com) to
volunteer.
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Installation of 2008-2009 Officers

The installation of our 2008-2009 officers will take place during Shabbat Services on Friday,
June 13 at 8:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House. Please join us in welcoming our new
Hakafa officers:

President: Janice Halpern

Vice President: Don Pollak

Operations Treasurer: Beth Kaufmann

Dues Treasurer: Bill Goldberg

Secretary: Mark Kusatzky

Endowment Trustees: Beth McCullough and Brad Reiff

Please plan to join us. Contact our President, Jay Hesdorffer (847-441-0114 or Hesdor@aol.com)
with questions.

Jewish Life in Uganda Mitzvah Tour & Wildlife Safari
December 20, 2008- January 4, 2009

There is still space left to join us on our trip!

Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.
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Prayerbook Hebrew: Our prayerbook Hebrew
class will continue on Friday mornings through
June at 9:30 a.m. at the North Shore United
Methodist Church (213 Hazel Ave., Glencoe).
We will look at various prayers and their
meanings and learn to speak and chant them.
New members are always welcome.

Hebrew Circle: Are you a Hebrew speaker
looking for the opportunity to utilize your Hebrew
skills with fellow Hakafa members in an informal
setting? If so, our Hebrew Circle is for you!
Join us on Tuesdays, June 17 and July 15 at
noon at the office of Brad Reiff (332 S.
Michigan Avenue, 13" floor, 312-322-0290) for
an hour of lunch and conversation!

Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions.

Lunch & Learn in the Loop °

Our next Lunch & Learn in the Loop will take
place at noon on Thursday, June 5 at the
office of Phil Zisook (225 W. Washington Blvd.,
Suite 1700, 312-346-1460).

Our July discussion will take place on Thursday,
July 10 at the office of Ned Robertson (330 N.
Wabash Avenue, Suite 1700; 312-755-3140).

Bring your own lunch and prepare to participate
in a lively discussion! New participants are
always welcome.

June/July 2008 \

Rosh Chodesh Group

The Rosh Chodesh group meets once a month, at
the time of the new moon, for discussion,
examination of a topic, and conversation. Rosh
Chodesh is traditionally a woman's holiday. Any
adult is welcome to attend.

This group will not meet during the summer
months, but will resume meeting in the fall.
Contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095 or
sdresser24@comcast.net) with questions.

Tanach Study

Come enjoy the book of Second Kings with
other Hakafa members!

We meet on Wednesdays at the home of
Sandy Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue,
Wilmette) from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. As
always, all are welcome and encouraged to
attend this stimulating conversation.

Note: Tanach Study will not meet on
July 23 and July 30.

Lunch & Learn on the
—

|

North Shore Z’

Our next Lunch & Learn on the North Shore
will take place at noon on Thursday, June
19 at the North Shore United Methodist
Church (213 Hazel Ave., Glencoe).

Bring your own lunch and prepare to
participate in a lively discussion! New
participants are always welcome.
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GIB House Progressing Quickly

The Glencoe Interfaith Builders 4th Habitat house is
progressing quickly. The house is now enclosed
and shingling and siding are in process. Electricians
and plumbers are working on the inside and the
house is expected to be complete by early Fall.

In addition, the GIB fundraising campaign last year
was so successful that we have raised enough
money for another house in this same Habitat
subdivision. Groundbreaking for this house is
expected to be at the end of the summer. So, there
are lots of building opportunities for some time to
come! Volunteers are welcome throughout the
summer. Current GIB build dates are on Tuesdays
and Saturdays. This is to allow the many other
groups who would like to work with Habitat the
opportunity to help on other days.

Visit the GIB website www.gib4habitat.org for more
details and to sign up. Contact Laura Egerter (847-
441-5194) with questions.

Hakafa Peace Group

Our next meeting will be Thursday, June 5 at 7:30
p.m. at the home of Ron & Harriet Meyer (610 8th
St., Wilmette). The agenda will include: (1) our
position-statement petitions:  where next, (2)
integrating peace into worship services, (3)
cosponsoring events, (4) an upcoming forum on the
domestic costs of the Iraq war. All are welcome. |If
you have questions or comments, please contact
Harriet (meyerHQ@mindspring.com or 847-251-
5458).

One of our members, Sylvia Dresser, is involved
with the group, Play for Peace
(www.playforpeace.org), which brings children of
conflicting cultures together through play. A benefit
for their Middle East programs will take place on
June 8 in Glencoe. For more information, please
contact Sylvia (847-945-6095 or
sdresser24@comcast.net).
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Affordable Housing -Homesharing

Interfaith Housing Center matches
individuals who have a spare bedroom
with working individuals who are looking
for affordable housing. For 20 years
Interfaith has been creating “win-win”
matches  helping homeowners to
supplement their incomes or remain
independent in their homes by rent and
possible assistance with light household
tasks. Homesharing is a free and
confidential service.

Contact Jackie Grossmann (847-501-
5732 or www.interfaithhousingcenter.org)
with questions.

Social Action Day

Thank you to the nearly 200 congregants
who volunteered and made this year's
Social Action Day a huge success.

Social Action Day activities remind us that
what may seem like a small gesture or
effort on our part often means so much
more to others.

For those of you who would like to extend
Social Action Day to the other 364 days of
the year, here is the contact information
for some of the projects in which we
participated this year:

LaSalle Senior Center,1111 N. Wells, Chicago (Jan
Kroeschell) 312 573-8841

Cook County Forest Preserve,Joe Spano - 773 631-
1790 x14

Northfield Township Food Pantry,3801 W. Lake,
Glenview - 847 724-8300

High Ridge YMCA — KEEN,2424 W. Touhy, Chicago
info@keenchicago.org

Beth Emet Soup Kitchen,1224 Dempster, Evanston
soupkitchen@bethemet.org
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Join the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs
and Unite Here as we Stand Up for Fair
Labor Practices at The Congress Hotel

Thursday, June 12 - 3:30 p.m.
Spertus Institute Lobby for t-shirts and signs
610 S. Michigan Ave.

4:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.
Rally in front of the Congress Plaza Hotel
520 S. Michigan Ave.

The Congress Hotel strike is the longest ongoing
strike in the country. Congress Hotel workers have been
on strike since June 2003, after hotel owners cut their
wages and benefits. Congress hotel housekeeper wages
are $8.83/hr with no pension or access to affordable
health insurance. In stark contrast, a union housekeeper
makes $13.90/hr standard wages, plus pension and health
care benefits.

The Congress Hotel strike is important to us as Jews.
Jews have long stood in the vanguard of social justice in

America. June 12" should be no exception. Chicago’s
Jewish community needs to send the message to the
owners and managers of the Congress Hotel that we
stand with the workers in support of fair working
conditions.

To RSVP, or for more information, contact Michael
Deheeger at Michael@jcua.org

Mirembe Kawomera

On behalf of the coffee farmers of the Mirembe
Kawomera cooperative, thank you to everyone who
supported their “dream of peace” by buying their coffee.

Coffee sales will resume in September, but may be
purchased over the summer at wholesale prices through
Hakafa by contacting Rebecca Cohen (847-441-7253 or
rcohen@canada-klein.com). Each 12-o0z bag costs
$8.50 and is available as whole bean or ground, DARK
roast, LIGHT roast, ESPRESSO and DECAF.

Soup Kitchen Volunteers
Needed

Volunteers are needed to prepare
and/or donate food, as well as to
serve, at the Good News Community
Soup Kitchen.

Please contact John or Libby Lewis
(jlek1@ameritech.net or 847-446-
0738) if you are interested.

The Jewish Employment
Network

The Jewish Employment Network
(JEN) is an exclusive networking
program for unemployed members
of participating Jewish
congregations (of which Hakafa is
one) and their adult children. It
serves middle and upper level
managers and professionals who
have been impacted by job loss,
women returning to the workforce,
career changers, young
professionals, and college and post-
graduate students. The program
offers a variety of career counseling
and job search strategies,
roundtable discussions and other
networking opportunities, a job bank,
and techniques to help JEN clients
create effective job campaigns.

For more information, contact Laurie
Rosen (847-568-5154), or check
their web site at
www.jvschicago.org.
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Hakafa Calendar June 2008 ~ lyar/Sivan 5768

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m.
Prayerbook Hebrew Minyan
12:00 p.m. Class
Lunch & Learn in the (NSUMC) Bat Mitzvah of
1:00 p.m. Loop Sammie Klein (am)
Tanach Study
7:30 p.m.
Hakafa Peace Group
Meeting 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Ron & Family Shabbat Service
Harriet Meyer (610 8" (WCH)
Street, Wilmette)
8 9 10 (Shavuot) 11 12 13 14
Shavuot
(Hakafa Office Closed) 9:30 a.m.
Prayerbook Hebrew 10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m. Class Adult B'nai Mitzvah
Erev Shavuot Service (NSUMC) Ceremony (WCH)
and Confirmation 1:00 p.m.
Ceremony (WCH) Tanach Study
9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m.
Shavuot Tikkun 8:00 p.m.
at Lakeside Congregation Shabbat Service and
Installation of 2008-09
Erev Shavuot Congregational Officers
(WCH)
15 Father’s Day 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m.
Prayerbook Hebrew Minyan
Class
12:00 p.m. 12:00 p.m. (NSUMC)
Hebrew Circle 1:00 p.m. Lunch & Learn on the
Tanach Study North Shore
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service (WCH)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30 a.m.
Prayerbook Hebrew
Class Shabbat on the Water
(NSUMC)
1:00 p.m.
Tanach Study
Shabbat on the Water
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service (WCH)
29 30

Shabbat on the Water

Cove:
WCH:
NSUMC:

The Cove School, Northbrook
Winnetka Community House
North Shore United Methodist
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Hakafa Calendar July 2008 ~ Sivan/Tamuz 5768

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 Independence Day 5
8:30 a.m.
Minyan
1:00 p.m.
Tanach Study
5:00 p.m.
Family Shabbat Service
(WCH)
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
12:00 p.m.
Lunch & Learn in the
1:00 p.m. Loop
Tanach Study
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service (WCH)
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Newsletter Submissions 8:30 a.m.
Due Minyan
1:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m. Tanach Study
Hebrew Circle
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service (WCH)
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service (WCH)

27 28 29 30 31




