
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Olympic Stench 
  
 I can be a real stinker sometimes. 
 It might be when walking to a beach to take in the beautiful view, as my family did in Tel Aviv.  Rona 
commented on the sun’s golden reflection off the Mediterranean waters.  I lamented the elderly homeless couple 
over whom we had to step to get to the sea shore. 
 Stinker. 
 It might be when hiking in the woods, as I did with extended family in the Golan.  My cousin saw a river 
snaking through the lush greenery that surrounded it.  I saw the trash that a few careless Israelis left on its banks. 
 Stinker. 
 Or, it might be when visiting an historical site, as we did in Jerusalem.  My sister-in-law stood in awe of 
the archeological finds that seem to legitimize a period of our ancient history.  I wondered out loud about who 
had to be displaced to allow the dig to begin in the first place. 
 Stinker, Stinker, Stinker. 
 For the record, I did appreciate the wonders that we saw in Israel. I always do, wherever I may be.  
Sometimes, I just have a problem seeing the proverbial “forest through the trees,” and the trees I do see are often 
ones that taint the forest for me, even as I try not to think out loud too much about them. 
 So, it should come as no surprise to anyone when I say: 
 Keep the Olympics out of Chicago. 
 I am writing this as the Beijing Olympics are drawing to a close.  I have watched and enjoyed them more 
than any Olympics of recent memory.  When else have I had the chance to appreciate such fiercely competitive 
badminton or table tennis?  How can I not marvel at the imposing Bird’s Nest or the aerodynamic Cube and the 
feats accomplished within them?   
 And yet, those trees keep creeping into my consciousness.  For every Michael Phelps or Usain Bolt, there 
is a journalist jailed in China for trying to print something the government finds objectionable.  For all the 
majesty of the opening ceremonies, there is a young singer deemed not pretty enough to be shown to the world.   
Heaping lavish praise for the spectacle of these Olympics on a country that so blatantly flaunts its human rights 
abuses offends the notion of what the Olympic spirit is supposed to embody. 
 It stinks. 
 I fear what the Olympics will do to Chicago.  I fear for the neighborhoods that will be leveled and the 
residents who will be displaced.  I fear that the people who will benefit from the Olympics will be the ones who 
need it least.  I fear that the tax dollars that will help pay for them ultimately will be siphoned off from important 
domestic programs that are already severely underfunded.  And, I fear that the two-week bump of the Olympics 
and the five million people they will bring here will be followed by a financial void that the mayor will insist can 
only be filled through the opening of a casino or two throughout Chicagoland. 
 Residents of Chicago successfully fought off the World’s Fair of 1992, because they were able to see the 
devastating impact it would have had on the majority of Chicago’s minorities.  Where are those voices now?  
How would hosting the Olympics be any different?   
 Before getting swept up in Olympic fervor, don’t forget the people who will get swept away because of 
them:  those who are always forgotten, who are made promises that are never meant to be kept, who are in the 
way of a parking lot that will need to be built, or who will be forced to relocate in order that the world will not 
have to be exposed to the poverty that pervades so much of our beloved city. 
 Some tree, I tell you. 
 It stinks.  

-Bruce Elder 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House on the following evenings: 
 
September 5 Shabbat Shofetim 
7:00 p.m.   Torah Portion: Deut. 16:18-21:9 
Family Service Haftarah:  Isaiah 51:12-52:12 
   
September 12 Shabbat Ki Tetze 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Deut. 21:10-25:19 
   Haftarah:  Isaiah 54:1-1:10 
   
September 19 Shabbat Ki Tavo 
   Torah Portion:  Deut. 26:1-29:8  
   Haftarah: Isaiah 60:1-22 
 Shabbat Service: 8:00 p.m. 
 Tot Shabbat: 7:00 p.m. 
    
September 26 Shabbat Nitzavim 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Deut. 29:9-30:20 

Haftarah: Isaiah 61:10 -63:9

44 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Please join us on Saturdays, September 6 and September 
20 at 8:30 a.m. at the home of Barbara and Allen 
Anderson (849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884). 
 
This hour-long service and study is a wonderful opportunity 
to enhance your celebration of Shabbat.  People of all ages 
are encouraged and welcome to join us.  Contact Rabbi 
Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

Tot Shabbat Moves to 
Friday Evening! 

 
All families with children ages five 
and younger (including parents, 
siblings, and/or extended family) are 
invited to come join other young 
families for Tot Shabbat.   
 
Our fun, 30-minute service meets 
on a Friday evening, once every-
other month and includes singing, 
dancing, stories, and simple prayer. 
A short oneg of juice and cookies 
will follow.   
 
Our first Tot Shabbat of the year will 
be held on Friday, September 19, 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).   
 

We hope you will join us! 

Share Your Holidays  
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.  If you would like to host a congregant 
for a holiday meal, or if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser (847-945-6095).

Family Shabbat Service 
 
Please join us for our monthly 
Family Shabbat Service on Friday 
evening, September 5 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Winnetka Community House 
(620 Lincoln Avenue, Winnetka).   
 
Our Family Service is shorter than 
our regular services and is geared 
toward families with children.  As 
always, people of all ages are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.  
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-
266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) with 
questions.   
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All Hakafa members should have received High Holiday information packets and 
ticket order forms. If you did not receive this packet and form or if you need another 
one, please contact Rona in the Hakafa office (admin@hakafa.org or 847-242-0687). 

CCOONNGGRREEGGAATTIIOONN  HHAAKKAAFFAA    
HHIIGGHH  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS  55776699  && 

High Holidays General Information 
  
• High Holiday Services are held at Wilmette Junior High School (620 Locust Road), located east of 

the Edens and west of Hunter Road between Lake and Wilmette Avenues in Wilmette.   
• There is no minimum age for attending the regular services, but we ask that children be mature 

enough to sit through the entire service without having to leave the auditorium.   
• For adults who want to attend the morning services without their children, child-sitting will be 

provided for those who RSVP by filling out the form included with the High Holiday mailing.   
• Family Services will be held at 1:30 p.m. on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  While open to 

everyone, these services are especially suitable for younger children.  Tickets are not required for 
Family Services. 

• We suggest that everyone be seated a half-hour before all services begin so that we all can be in the 
proper mood for these very important occasions.  

Rosh Hashanah 
 
Monday, September 29 – 8:00 p.m.  

Evening Service (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
 

Tuesday, September 30 
 

10:00 a.m.  Morning Service 
  (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

12:25 p.m.  Service for CJE’s  
   Robineau House 

 
1:30 p.m.    Family Service 
     (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
2:30-4:00 p.m.  Rabbis’ and President’s    

           Reception  
           (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
4:30 p.m.   Tashlich 

  (Skokie Lagoons) 
 
 

Wednesday, October 1 – 10:00 a.m.  
Second Day Rosh Hashanah Service 
(Home of Annette Turow) 

 

Yom Kippur 
 
Wednesday, October 8 - 8:00 p.m.  

Evening Service (Wilmette Junior High) 
 

Thursday, October 9 
10:00 a.m.     Morning Service  
      (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
12:15-1:15 p.m.    Study Session 
   (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
12:25 p.m.   Service for CJE’s Robineau House 
 
1:30 p.m.   Family Service 
   (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
2:30-3:20 p.m.  Study Session 
           (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
3:30 p.m.    Afternoon Service 
     (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
5:00 p.m.    Yizkor (Memorial Service)  
    (Wilmette Junior High) 
 
5:20 p.m.     Concluding Service 
     
6:15 p.m.   Break Fast 
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Rabbis’ and President’s Reception 

 
Please join your Hakafa friends and family 
on Tuesday, September 30 from 2:30 
p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at Wilmette Junior High 
School for our annual:  
 

Rabbis’ and President’s Reception 
 

All congregants and their guests are invited 
to a reception on Rosh Hashanah afternoon 
in honor of the New Year, hosted by: 

Rabbi Bruce and Rona Elder, 
Rabbi Robert and Ruth Marx, and  

Janice Halpern. 
 
Please note that in an effort to be 
environmentally conscious, separate invitations 
will not be mailed this year. 

Second Day  
Rosh Hashanah Services 

 
Hakafa will be holding second day Rosh 
Hashanah services at the home Annette Turow 
on Wednesday, October 1 at 10:00 a.m.  This 
service will be less formal and more intimate 
than our regular High Holiday services and will 
be followed by a simple Kiddush.   
 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (rabbi@hakafa.org 
or 847-266-8854) with questions.  
 

CCOONNGGRREEGGAATTIIOONN  HHAAKKAAFFAA    
HHIIGGHH  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS  55776699  && 

Tashlich 
 

Tashlich (tahsh-leekh) is a popular custom 
during Rosh Hashanah.  Created more than six 
hundred years ago, it is the act of going to a 
place with natural flowing water, such as a creek 
or river, on the afternoon of the first day of Rosh 
Hashanah to symbolically cast off our sins by 
tossing bread crumbs into the water.  Tashlich is 
a wonderful way to teach our children about 
t’shuvah (repentance) and forgiveness, but is 
most definitely appropriate for people of all ages!  
 
Please B.Y.O.B. (bring your own bread) and join 
with other Hakafa families for a short and 
enjoyable service, lasting no more than fifteen 
minutes on Tuesday, September 30,  at 4:30 
p.m. (following the Rabbis’ and President’s 
Reception).  We will meet at the William “Bill” 
Erickson Forest Preserve at the Skokie Lagoons.  
(Proceed west on Willow Road to the park entrance 
on the north side of the street that is immediately 
before the Edens Expressway.) 
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with any questions.   
 
In case of rain, we will do Tashlich at Lake Michigan 
immediately following Second Day Rosh Hashanah 
Services. 

Services at CJE’s  
Robineau House 

 
 
Hakafa will again provide High Holiday 
services for the residents of the Robineau 
House, a Council for Jewish Elderly (CJE) 
Residence in Skokie.   
 
The Robineau service will start at 12:25 
p.m. on both holidays and will last for 
approximately 40 minutes.  
 
Hakafa’s Family Services begin at 1:30 
p.m. in order to accommodate those 
wishing to participate in both the Robineau 
and Family services.   
 
Contact Laura Kaiser-Innes 
(laurakaiser@sbcglobal.net or 847-733-
9256) with questions. 
 



5                                                        The Circle                                 September 2008 

High Holiday Choir 
 
For those interested in singing for the High 
Holidays, please plan to attend rehearsals on the 
five remaining Tuesday evenings: 
 

Tuesday, September 2 
Tuesday, September 23 
Tuesday, September 9 

Tuesday, October 7 
Tuesday, September 16 

 
All rehearsals will take place from 7:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at the North Shore United Methodist 
Church in Glencoe.  All are welcome!   
 
Contact our High Holiday Music Director, Edward 
Zelnis (773-267-6648 or Edzelnis@aol.com) with 
questions. 

Maot Chitim 
 
Hakafa’s volunteer participation in the 
mitzvah of Maot Chitim (providing meals to 
Jewish families in need) is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 14, from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m., in preparation for the High Holidays.  
Join Hakafa members and others in the 
Chicago Jewish Community in packing 
boxes of food and other holiday necessities.  
 
Contact Carol Anne Been (847-835-3677 or 
cbeen@sonnenschein.com) if you are 
interested in participating.   
 
In addition, volunteers are welcome to 
deliver packed boxes to area Jewish homes 
on Sunday, September 21.  Location 
details will follow. 

Memorial List 
 
On Yom Kippur afternoon, the 
traditional Memorial Service 
(Yizkor) will be held.  To be certain 
that appropriate members of your 
family are included on the 
memorial list, please send us their 
names on the form included with 
the High Holiday mailing.  Be 
sure to list all names even though 
you may have done so in past 
years.   
 
If any member of your family has 
died since last Yom Kippur, please 
enter the name(s) in the special 
section near the top of the form.   
 
Rabbi Elder will read these names 
during Yizkor (the Memorial 
Service) on Thursday, October 9 
at 5:00 p.m. 

CCOONNGGRREEGGAATTIIOONN  HHAAKKAAFFAA    
HHIIGGHH  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS  55776699  && 

Selichot 
 
The Saturday evening prior to Rosh Hashanah is the time 
to officially welcome the High Holiday season. We do so 
through communal study and the recitation of penitential 
prayers (known as selichot).   
 
This year, Selichot falls on Saturday, September 20.  We 
will be meeting at the home of Leo and Linda Gordon 
(1100 Pine Street, Winnetka) at 9:00 p.m.  After 
schmoozing and Havdallah, we will have a short program. 
 
Following the program, we will hold a brief selichot 
service, hear the shofar blast for the first time, and finish 
the night with something sweet to nosh.    
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Linda (847-446-7526 or 
lrgordon@comcast.net) and let her know if you can bring 
something for the oneg.   
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org) 
with questions.   

We hope to see you there. 
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Social Action !! 

The Jewish Employment 
Network 

 
The Jewish Employment Network (JEN) is 
an exclusive networking program for 
unemployed members of participating 
Jewish congregations (of which Hakafa is 
one) and their adult children.  It serves 
middle and upper level managers and 
professionals who have been impacted by 
job loss, women returning to the 
workforce, career changers, young 
professionals, and college and post-
graduate students.  The program offers a 
variety of career counseling and job 
search strategies, roundtable discussions 
and other networking opportunities, a job 
bank, and techniques to help JEN clients 
create effective job campaigns.   
 
For more information, contact Laurie 
Rosen (847-568-5154), or check their 
web site at www.jvschicago.org. 
 

GIB House Progressing Quickly 
 
The Glencoe Interfaith Builders 4th Habitat house is 
progressing quickly. The house is expected to be 
completed by early fall. In addition, the GIB 
fundraising campaign last year was so successful 
that we have raised enough money for another 
house in this same Habitat subdivision. Current GIB 
build dates are on Tuesdays and Saturdays.  This is 
to allow the many other groups who would like to 
work with Habitat the opportunity to help on other 
days. Visit the GIB website www.gib4habitat.org for 
more details and to sign up.  Contact Laura Egerter 
(847-441-5194) with questions. 

Affordable Housing -Homesharing 

Interfaith Housing Center matches 
individuals who have a spare bedroom 
with working individuals who are looking 
for affordable housing.  For 20 years 
Interfaith has been creating “win-win” 
matches helping homeowners to 
supplement their incomes or remain 
independent in their homes by rent and 
possible assistance with light household 
tasks. Homesharing is a free and 
confidential service.   

Contact Jackie Grossmann (847-501-
5732 or www.interfaithhousingcenter.org) 
with questions. Mirembe Kawomera 

 
The members of Congregation Hakafa opened their 
hearts to the Mirembe Kawomera coffee farmers in 
Uganda last year by buying their "delicious peace" 
coffee (at wholesale prices!) on Sunday mornings.   
 
Enjoy a cup with your friends at the Welcome Back 
Parent Coffee on the first day of Religious School, 
September 7, and refill your stock of regular or 
decaf coffee.  Proceeds from the sale of their Fair 
Trade coffees provide housing, health care and 
education for the Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
farmers. 
  
Contact Rebecca Cohen (847-441-7253 or 
rcohen@canada-klein.com) with questions. 
 

Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed  
  

Volunteers are needed to prepare and/or donate 
food, as well as to serve, at the Good News 
Community Soup Kitchen.  
 

Please contact Leanne Starr (847-441-5811 or 
L-star@northwestern.edu) if you are interested. 

 



12                                                        The Circle                                 September 2008 
 
 

!! 
 
URJ Great Lakes Council/WRJ Midwest District Regional Biennial Convention 

November 6-9, 2008 
 
Exploring Our Tree of Life – Etz Chaim Hi. What is our Tree of Life? Respect for the 
environment, enriching our Jewish identities, enhancing our congregations, connecting with new 
and old friends – these combine to form our Tree. 
 
Plans are underway to create an enriching, stimulating, and spiritual weekend for you to meet with 
new and old friends.  You will have the opportunity to study with esteemed scholars, to worship 
with clergy from all over our region, to be entertained by some of the Reform Movement’s most 
exciting artists, and to share experiences with congregants and leaders from our area. 
 
Every two years our region gathers for four days for study, prayer, instruction and connection.  
Without you: temple leaders, temple members, clergy, staff and others, none of this can take 
place.  For the second time in a row, the Women of Reform Judaism – Midwest District and the 
Union for Reform Judaism Great Lakes Council will hold their Biennial in the beautiful and historic 
Pfister Hotel in downtown Milwaukee. 
 
We have an amazing scholars, teachers and leaders to facilitate programs and share their 
experiences with us.  Our guests include: Rabbi Eric H. Yoffie, President of the URJ, Mark 
Pelavin, Associate Director of the Religious Action Center, Kathy Kahn, Director of the URJ 
Department of Outreach and Membership.  Additionally, we are honored to welcome Dr. Andrea 
Weiss, Associate Professor of Bible at HUC-JIR and co-editor of The Torah: A Women’s 
Commentary and rabbis and lay leaders from our own region. 
 

More information will follow soon and you can always check: www.urj.org/glc. 

URJ/Social Justice 

A Call for Justice 
  
Hakafa congregants have a long history of participating in social action activities with enthusiasm 
and generosity.  Many of our members have expressed interest in exploring ways to gain a deeper 
understanding of the issues that have created the need for social action with the hope 
that understanding may lead to participation in combating them. Michael Deheeger, a 
Hakafa member and the synagogue organizer from the Jewish Council on Urban Affairs, has 
begun to work with us to identify issues of interest. 
  
Randi Starr Savitzky and Phil Zisook will be talking with a number of you to discuss the types of 
social justice issues that you think Hakafa should be pursuing. Randi, Phil, and Michael will also 
be meeting on a monthly basis to plan programming and share thoughts that we have gathered 
from members.   
  
If you are interested in being part of this project please contact Randi (847-835-1994 
or rstarr4@comcast.net) or Phil (847-831-5953 or  zisook@dlec.com).  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  Labor Day 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
High Holiday Choir 
Rehearsal (NSUMC) 

3 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

4 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 

5 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
7:00 p.m.  
Family Shabbat Service 
(WCH) 

6 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 

7  
 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     First Day of  
     Religious School 

(Cove) 
10:15 a.m.  
     Welcome Back 

Parent Coffee 
(Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  
     New Member  
     Orientation (Cove) 
 

8 9 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
First Day of  
Hebrew School (Cove) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
High Holiday Choir 
Rehearsal (NSUMC) 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

11 12 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service - 
Scholar-in-Residence 
Weekend  (WCH) 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Scholar-in-Residence 
Program 

14 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School 

(Cove) 
10:30 a.m.  - Adult 

Study:  Scholar-in-
Residence Program  

      (Cove) 
12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     First Adult B’nai 

Mitzvah Class 
(Cove) 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      First Confirmation 

Class (NSUMC) 

15 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
Due 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
High Holiday Choir 
Rehearsal (NSUMC) 

17 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

18 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn on the 
North Shore (NSUMC) 

19 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Tot Shabbat (WCH) 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

20 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 
 
Bat Mitzvah - 
Emma Office (am) 
 
Bat Mitzvah - 
Emma Levin (pm) 
 
 
9:00 p.m. 
Selichot 

21 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School 

(Cove) 
10:30 a.m.  - Adult 

Study (Cove) 
12:15-1:30 p.m. 
      Kindergarten  
      Family Social Event 

(Cove) 
12:15 p.m. - B’nai 

Mitzvah Information 
Meeting (Cove) 

2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 
3:30-4:45 p.m. 
     Adult B’nai Mitzvah 

Class (NSUMC) 

22 23 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 
 
7:30 p.m. 
High Holiday Choir 
Rehearsal (NSUMC) 

24 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

25 26 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

27 

28 
 
No Religious School - 
Family Day 

29 
 
 
 

 
Erev 

Rosh Hashanah 

30 
 
 

Rosh Hashanah
(Hakafa office closed) 
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Cove: The Cove School, Northbrook 
WCH: Winnetka Community House, Winnetka 
NSUMC: North Shore United  Methodist  Church, Glencoe 


