
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUCE ELDER, RABBI                                                      ROBERT J. MARX, RABBI EMERITUS 

Tradition 
 
     It is my responsibility, as a rabbi, to provide opportunities for members of our congregation to explore the 
rituals of our tradition.  Over the years, we have slowly introduced various observances into our 
congregational practice:  Shabbat morning minyan, tashlich and second day Rosh Hashanah services, the 
availability of kippot at services, and yizkor throughout the year are a few of these.  I do not intend to impose 
these rites on any of you; indeed, all of these additions have gone through congregational processes, and I 
have been very clear in expressing that personal practice is a private matter.  I do not judge any of you for 
what you might or might not do Jewishly; that is simply not my job nor my interest.  Nor will I allow ritual 
to replace our steadfast commitment to realizing justice in our world; to do so would render those rituals 
meaningless. However, it is my job to help create a safe space for members who want to understand how 
they relate to the symbols and experiences of our people and to give them the chance to do so. 
     Historically, when a new Jewish community began to establish itself, the first institution it created was a 
chevra kadisha, a burial society.  More than the synagogue, cheder, or mikvah, the chevra kadisha provided 
members of burgeoning Jewish societies a sense of comfort and stability.  Jews knew that in times of greatest 
distress and upheaval, the death of loved ones, their community would be there for them.  As Jewish 
communities grew, the responsibility of providing burial rites for members became too overwhelming, and 
communal chevrei kadisha were replaced by congregational ones.  In America, congregational chevrei 
kadisha were then replaced by corporate ones provided, at additional cost, by funeral homes.  So, it is no 
surprise that, over the past century, they have largely fallen into disuse.  Most Jews in America no longer 
even know what a chevra kiddisha is. 
     According to halacha, Jewish law, the role of a chevra kadisha is to prepare the deceased for appropriate 
burial.  This involves tahara, the ritual washing and dressing of the body, and sh’mirah, the act of sitting 
with the body until burial.  Members of a chevra kadisha remain anonymous to the greater community.  In 
fact, our tradition states that serving on a chevra kadisha is the greatest mitzvah, because its members 
perform its rites without any hope of reward or benefit.  
     At a congregation meeting last spring, we voted to initiate a chevra kadisha at Hakafa.  We did so for 
those who wish to learn intimately the functions of a burial society as well as for those who might want to 
make use of one, especially one born out of members’ love and concern for one another. For many, knowing 
that their loved ones are being cared for by members of their congregational community provides relief and 
comfort.  For others, regardless of level of religious practice, ritual at death is necessary for closure or to 
stem the sense of falling into the chaotic abyss that often flows from loss.  Whatever the reason may be, we 
want to be there for you. 
     The training of our chevra kadisha will take place over the next six months.  We will meet regularly to 
learn the laws and techniques associated with proper preparation for Jewish burial.  Longtime member 
Deborah Brown has agreed to chair our committee.  If you are interested in participating, please contact her 
(847-256-3985, dmb9476@gmail.com) or me (847-266-8854, rabbi@hakafa.org).  Participation requires a 
commitment to attend the training sessions and, thereafter, to make yourself available on occasion and on 
short notice to provide the requisite services.  Though we will train together, men will perform burial 
preparation rites for men, and women will do so for women. Our first meeting will be held Sunday, 
November 23 at 3:30 p.m. at our offices at the North Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Ave., 
Glencoe).    
We hope you will join us.      

-Bruce Elder
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Prayer and Celebration 

Friday Night Services    
 

The congregation is cordially invited to attend services at the 
Winnetka Community House (unless noted) on the following 
evenings: 
 
November 7  Shabbat Lech L’cha 
8:00 p.m.   Torah Portion: Genesis 12:1-17:27 
   Haftarah:  Isaiah 40:27-41:16 
 Lakeview Center at Gilson Park 
 No Family Service 
 Guest Speaker: Rabbi Marx 
 
November 14 Shabbat Vayeira 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Genesis 18:1-22:24 
   Haftarah:  II Kings 4:1-37 
 Guest Speaker: Alex Cicelsky 
   
November 21 Shabbat Chayei Sarah 
   Torah Portion:  Genesis 23:1-25:18 
   Haftarah: I Kings 1:1-31 
 Tot Shabbat: 7:00 p.m. 
 Shabbat Service: 8:00 p.m. 
  
November 28 Shabbat Tol’dot 
8:00 p.m.  Torah Portion: Genesis 25:19-28:9 
   Haftarah:  Malachi 1:11-2:7 
 
   

44 

Location Change for Shabbat Service on 
November 7th 

 
Shabbat services will be held at the Lakeview Center at 

Gillson Park in Wilmette (800 Gillson Park Drive - just east 
of Michigan and Washington Avenues inside Gillson Park) on 

November 7 at 8:00 p.m. 
 

There is no 7:00 p.m. Family Service this month. 

Share Your Holidays  
 
On occasion, there are Hakafa 
members who would like to 
share holidays with fellow 
congregants and do not have the 
opportunity to do so.   
 
If you would like to host a 
congregant for a holiday meal, or 
if you need a place to go for the 
holidays, contact Sylvia Dresser 
(847-945-6095). 

Tot Shabbat on  
Friday Evening! 

 
All families with children ages 
five and younger (including 
parents, siblings, and/or 
extended family) are invited to 
come join other young families 
for Tot Shabbat.   
 
Our fun, 30-minute service 
meets on Friday evening, once 
every-other month and includes 
singing, dancing, stories, and 
simple prayer. A short oneg of 
juice and cookies will follow.   
 
This month’s Tot Shabbat will be 
held on Friday, November 21 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka 
Community House (620 Lincoln 
Avenue, Winnetka).   
 

We hope you will join us! 
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Prayer and Celebration 

Alex Cicelsky of  
Kibbutz Lotan to Speak 

 
Hakafa is pleased to welcome Alex Cicelsky, 
founder of the Center for Creative Ecology in 
Israel and a resident of Kibbutz Lotan, as our 
guest speaker at Shabbat services on Friday, 
November 14.   
 
Located in the Negev Desert, Lotan is one of 
two Reform Movement kibbutzim in Israel. It is 
distinctive in that it is a collective (not 
privatized) kibbutz and is committed to peace-
building. 
 
Cicelsky will share his perspective on Israel 
today and his thoughts about living a religiously 
progressive, ecologically sensitive, kibbutz-nik 
lifestyle. 
 

We hope you will join us! 

44 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 
 
Our next Shabbat morning minyan will take 
place at 8:30 a.m. on November 8 at the Elder 
home (333 Green Bay Road, Highland Park).   
 
For our November 22 minyan, we will return to 
the home of Barbara and Allen Anderson 
(849 Oak Drive, Glencoe, 847-242-9884).   
 
This hour-long service and study is a wonderful 
opportunity to enhance your celebration of 
Shabbat.  People of all ages are encouraged 
and welcome to join us.  
 
Contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 
 

 

Rabbi Marx to Visit 
 
Rabbi Robert Marx, Hakafa’s Rabbi 
Emeritus, will visit Hakafa the weekend of 
November 7-9.  
 
He will give the sermon at Shabbat services 
at 8:00 p.m. on Friday, November 7 at 
Lakeview Center at Gillson Park in 
Wilmette (800 Gillson Park Drive - just east 
of Michigan and Washington Avenues inside 
Gillson Park).   
 
He will also lead Adult Study on Sunday, 
November 9.  His topic will be The 
Hapsburgs and the Jews. 
 

We look forward to having him with us. 

October Congregation Meeting  

At our meeting in October, the Congregation 
discussed three main issues.   

First, we reviewed the High Holiday services. 
Members generally enjoy our services, but 
expressed an interest in holding one or more 
meetings to consider ways in which we might 
make some changes next year.  

Second, we discussed the Congregation’s 
Endowment Fund and concerns that 
members are not aware of this fund and its 
purpose; we decided to provide information in 
the Circle (see related article on page 5).   

Third, Bill Goldberg, Dues Treasurer, 
reported on membership trends and dues 
commitments to date.   

The next Congregation Meeting will take 
place on December 12 at 6:45 p.m.  
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Member News 

Mazal Tov to… 
 
Ruth, Mike, Carly, and Miles Jennings 
on the birth of their daughter and sister, 
Ryder Cassius Jennings on September 
22.   

 

w w

Oneg Hosts Needed  
 
We are looking for hosts for Friday evening onegs throughout 
the fall.  Now is the time to reserve your date!   
 
Hosting a Friday evening oneg is a nice way to 
celebrate a bar or bat mitzvah, birthday, anniversary, 
or other special occasion with the congregation.  It is 
also a nice way to honor the memory of a loved one 
on his/her yahrzeit.  
 
If you are able to host, contact Jacque Spector 
(773-761-2987 or jLL1512@comcast.net) to reserve 
a date. 

New Members 
Please help us welcome Hakafa’s newest members: 
 
Allison Blakley 
 
Michael and Beth Gladstein and their children:   
Rachel, Adam, and Jonah 
 
Louis and Myrna Morris 

Condolences to: 
 
Ava Carn-Watkins and family on the loss of her 
father, Donald Carn.  
 
Jerry and Marcia Richman, and Gary Richman and 
family on the loss of Regina Richman. 

  Thank you to … 
 

The members of our High Holiday Choir for their 
lovely and inspirational music. 
 
The many members who worked so hard to make 
our High Holidays so meaningful. 

Mazal Tov to the following  
Bat Mitzvah: 

 
Emma Davis – November 15 

Environmental Group Meeting 
 
 

There will be a meeting of the 
Environmental Group on Thursday, 
November 13, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
North Shore United Methodist 
Church (213 Hazel Avenue, Glencoe).  
 
Please contact Steve Bierig (847-433-
8822 or arb438@comcast.net) with 
questions. 

Like to Bike?   
 
Join us on Sundays at Cove School as 
we take recreational, bike rides 
throughout the area. We will leave at 
10:15 a.m.  and return by 11:45 a.m.   
 
Please contact Kayla Shonberg (847-
331-8832 or KShonberg@comcast.net) 
in advance if you plan to attend. 
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Calling all Hakafa High School  
Juniors and Seniors! 

 
Looking for a place to study or hang out with your Hakafa 
friends?  Rabbi Elder will be at Borders at the Edens 
Plaza in Wilmette the last Wednesday of every month 
from 8:00 to10:00 p.m.   
 
Join him on November 19 (November 26 is during 
Thanksgiving vacation) - bring your homework, a book, 
a game, or nothing at all.  Drinks and snacks are on 
him!  Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. 

Member News w w
Chevra Kadisha 

 
Hakafa’s Burial Society will begin its orientation on 
Sunday, November 23 at 3:30 p.m. at the North 
Shore United Methodist Church (213 Hazel Avenue, 
Glencoe).   
 
We will be joined by Elizabeth Feldman and other 
members of the Progressive Chevra Kadisha of 
Evanston who will share their experiences and insights 
with us.   
 
If you are interested in joining our Chevra Kadisha, or if 
you have any questions, please contact Deborah Brown 
(847-256-3985 or dmb9476@gmail.com) or Rabbi Elder 
(847-266-8854 or rabbi@hakafa.org). 

Congregation Hakafa 
Endowment Fund 

 
Several years ago, the Congregation 
established the Endowment Fund as 
a source of financial support for 
special projects that are outside our 
regular operating budget, but in 
keeping with the tenets under which 
the Congregation was founded (as 
spelled out in the Congregation’s by-
laws).  The source of funds for the 
Endowment Fund is individual 
contributions from donors who 
designate the Endowment Fund as 
the recipient of their contributions.   
  
In past years, the Endowment Fund 
has been used to support adult 
education programs, primarily our 
annual Scholar-in-Residence 
weekend.  We are interested in 
eliciting suggestions from the 
Congregation for additional 
programs or projects that may be 
candidates for Endowment Fund 
support. The types of programs that 
may be supported by the 
Endowment Fund include 
educational programs, social action 
projects and other projects that are 
consistent with Congregation 
Hakafa’s mission.  These projects 
should be one-time or limited events 
that would not be covered by the 
Congregation’s regular operating 
budget. 
  
The current Endowment Fund 
Trustees are Janice Halpern (847-
256-5340), Beth McCullough (847-
419-1901), and Brad Reiff (847-251-
3431) Please contact any one of 
them or Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 
or rabbi@hakafa.org) with project 
suggestions. 

Tanach Study 
 

Come enjoy the books of Second Kings and Isaiah with other 
Hakafa members! 

 
We meet on Wednesdays at the home of Sandy 
Gelber (1527 Washington Avenue, Wilmette) from 1:00 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.  As always, all are welcome and 
encouraged to attend this stimulating conversation. 
Please contact Rabbi Elder (847-266-8854 or 
rabbi@hakafa.org) with questions. Please note: There 
is no class on November 26. 
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Israel 

One Day Israeli Cooking   
 

The New Trier Extension is offering a one-evening class on Israeli cooking on Thursday, 
November 13, from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m., taught by Jonathan Bean. 

 
For information, call (847) 446-6600 or go to www.NewTrierExtension.org. 

 
 

 
 

Chicago Festival of Israeli Cinema  
 
The Festival of Israeli Cinema comes to the Wilmette Theater on November 3.  It’s wise to buy 
tickets early! Here’s a small sampling of this year’s diverse cinematic offerings. For a complete 
listing of films and times, check www.chicagofestivalofisraelicinema.org. 
 
Tuesday, November 4   6:00  p.m. 
Etz o Palestine 
A documentary from 1962 with historical and rare footage of the struggle to create statehood for 
Israel. 
 
Wednesday, November 5     7:00 p.m.         
Souvenirs    Souvenirim 
Chosen Best Documentary of 2006 by the Israeli Film Academy (The Ophir Awards) this film tells 
the story of a Yemenite father, a former Jewish Brigade member, who travels with his son, the 
filmmaker, through Italy, Germany, and Holland looking for the “souvenirs” the father may have 
created with two Dutch women during World War II. 
 
Thursday, November 6   6:00 p.m.            
Arab Labor   Avodah Aravit 
A funny and provocative hit Israeli sitcom about an Arab-Israeli family.  Won Best Israeli TV Series 
at the Jerusalem Film Festival this year. 
 
Sunday, November 9    4:00 p.m.         
Children of the Sun     Yaldei Ha’Shemesh 
Chosen Best Documentary by the Israeli Film Academy for 2008.  A fascinating look at Israel’s 
non-religious (Labor Zionist) kibbutz movement, which sought to create utopian communities for its 
members.  
 
Sunday, November  9     7:30 p.m.              
Noodle 
A twice-widowed El Al flight attendant finds her life transformed by a young Chinese boy. This 
touching comic-drama was nominated in 2007 for 10 Ophirs.   Anat Waxman won Best Supporting 
Actress. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1   
 
First 10th Grade Retreat 

2    10th Grade Retreat 
 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School  - 

Preschool Class 
Meets (Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  - Adult 
Study (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     2nd Grade Family 

Social Event (Cove) 
12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’not Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 
3:00 p.m. 
     Rosh Chodesh 

Group 

3 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn  
in the Loop 

7 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service - Rabbi 
Marx speaks  
(Lakeview Center at 
Gillson Park, Wilmette)

8 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Minyan (Elder Family 
home) 
 
10:30 a.m. 
First B’nai Mitzvah 
Workshop Service 
(Elder Family Home) 

9 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Rel. School (Cove) 
10:30 a.m.  - Adult 

Study:  Rabbi Marx 
teaches (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’not Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 

10 11 Veterans  
          Day 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

12 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
Environmental Group 
Meeting (NSUMC) 

14 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service – Alex 
Cicelsky to speak 
(WCH) 

15 
 
Bat Mitzvah - 
Emma Davis (am) 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 a.m. 
Film Group (NSUMC) 

16 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Religious School  - 

Preschool Class 
Meets (Cove) 

10:30 a.m.  - Adult 
Study (Cove) 

10:30 a.m. – Religious 
Educ. Committee 
Meeting (Cove) 

12:15-1:30 p.m. 
      3rd Grade  Family 

Social Event (Cove) 
12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’not Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 

17 
 
Newsletter Submissions 
Due 

18 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Mishneh Torah 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Hebrew Circle 
 
 
 
 
4:15-6:00 p.m. 
Hebrew School (Cove) 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
Tanach Study 
 
 
 
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
High School Juniors 
and Seniors Hang Out 
with Rabbi Elder 
(Borders Bookstore in 
Wilmette) 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 p.m. 
Lunch & Learn on the 
North Shore (NSUMC) 

21 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Prayerbook Hebrew 
Class (NSUMC) 
 
10:45 a.m. 
Trope Class (NSUMC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Tot Shabbat (WCH) 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

22 
 
8:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Morning 
Minyan 

23 
9:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
     Rel. School  (Cove) 
10:30 a.m.  - Adult 

Study (Cove) 
12:15-1:30 p.m. 
     Adult B’not Mitzvah 

Class (Cove) 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 
      Confirmation Class 

(NSUMC) 
3:30 p.m. 
     Chevra Kadisha 

Meeting (NSUMC) 

24 25 
 
No Hebrew School 
(Thanksgiving Break) 

26 27 
 
Thanksgiving 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 p.m.  
Shabbat Service (WCH)

29 

30 
No Religious School  
(Thanksgiving Break) 
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Cove: The Cove School, Northbrook                                  NSUMC:  North Shore United Methodist Church, 
Glencoe 
WCH: Winnetka Community House, Winnetka 


